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PREPAOB. 



There is something deeply affecting ia the 
death of the young ; it looks like ti^ falling of 
unripe fruit : or like the blasting of the promis- 
ing blossom by a late and untimely frost. But 
if they die like the subject of our recollections, 
in the full hope of the life to come, we feel bet- 
ter reconciled to their exit. Though we lament 
the early fall of Grace King, and have often 
wished that she had been spared, yet there was 

' every thing in the improvement of her mind 
m kj^OYvledge^jjad in the'adtranct^ent of her 

' heart in goodness, as the extracts Yrom her 
diary will show, that is calculated to reconcile 
us to the providence which removed her from 
earth so young. 

The reader ought to be informed, that the 
family in which Grace King was reared con- 

, sisted of Mr. and Mrs. G., and of four daugh- 
ters of mature age, of a good education. This 

' will account for the apparent precocity of intel- 
lect manifested by little Grace. 

Grace King. 
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^ The thoughts contained in the *' Extracts 
from her Diary" are her own. The compiler, 
indeed, has attempted to improve the language, 
and, as is thought, to render it more fit to 
meet the public eye. The plea he offers for 
the liberties which he has taken is, that he 
found the entries, as they were firsjt made by 
Grace herself, without any correction ; but he 
pledges his word that no sentiment or opinion 
has been changed. 

It is believed that no young persons, and ' 
perhaps not many aduhs, can read the history 
and opinions of Grace King, without being both 
pleased and profited. It is a conviction of the 
probable usefulness of this little work that has 
influenced the compiler to lay it before the 
Christian public. May the blessing of Grod 
attend it. ^^^ J^Z^L.^ ^iw^-r^^Z^^. j3 

New-York, 1839. 

Grace King 
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Mv Dear Young Friends, 

I undertake to give you a few re- 
collections of one of the loveliest chil- 
dren tb^t I ever knew. Her name 
was. Grace King. She was an orphan, 
her father and motherheing both dead. 
She was born, was reared, and she 



8 GRACE KING. 

died, in one of the most beautiful, 
healthy, and romantic manufacturmg 
towns for which the Westriding of 
Yorkshire is so very remarkable. 

Grace was about five ye^rs of age 
when I first saw her, and was residing 
in a religious family, who were inti- 
mate friends of her deceased parents. 
In personal appearance this child was 
lovely; she might be truly called heau- 
tiful. She had a fine, lofty, and ex- 
panded forehead ; her eyes were a 
deep, dark blue ; her skin was clear 
and fair ; her lips were bright as ru- 
bies ; and her full cheeks were like 
blooming roses. She was by nature 
of a sweet and teacAaftfe temper, and 
her manners were such as fefl.ected 
great credit on the judgment and piety 
of her deceased mother. At the time 
I first saw her she could read well, 
and was very fond of good books. 

I would affectionately warn my 
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joxuxg readers against indulging peev- 
ish, angry, and revengeful tempers, on 
account of the bad effects which they 
never fail to produce on the personal 
appearance and manners of such as 
indulge in ihetn. It has long been 
known that fretful and boisterous tem- 
pers give their impressions to both the 
I features and manners of children. 
Therefore, if you wish for comely per- 
sons, and graceful manners, you must 
, gnard againisrt^ all angry and impatient 
feelings. / 

The fan^ily of Mr. G y in which 

I first met tiiis interesting orphan, was 

composed of persons who had long 

been devoted to God, and who were 

well fitted to educate the young, and 

I to train the infant mind ; and -it is due 

[to them to say, that they spared no 

pains to polish and bless their lovely 

charge. 

Grace was early led to the sabbath 
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school, where she distinguished lier- 
self by her diUgence in committing to 
memory portions of Scripture, sacred 
hymns, and other good pieces ; and 
she continued, through her short life, 
to be held up as a pattern worthy the 
imitation of others. This childr was 
in the constant habit of inquiring after 
the meaning of the scriptures and 
hymns which she learned at tlie sab- 
bath school, and by this meahs she 
early acquired a stock of JBiblical and 
religious knowledge, seldom attained 
even by adult Christians. In fact, 
the geography and chronology of the 
Scriptures; the manners, customs, 
laws, &c., of the Jews, Greeks, and 
Romans, were familiar to her ; and, 
before she was eight years of age, 
she read the Bible with great judg- 
ment and much delight. She was, no 
doubt, greatly indebted to the labours 
of the family of Mr. G for her 
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it acqtdremeats ; but still these 
were owing, in a great measure, to her 
thirst for knowledge, and her diligent 
inquiry ; and I would say to my young 
reader, " Go thou and do likewise." 

When Uttle Grace was about ace 
years old a glorious revival of religion 
took place in the Methodist congre- 
gation at R , the village in which 

she resided, which soon extended to 
the sabbath school. Among th6 early 
subjects of this revival was found this 
interesting orphan. Her infant mind 
became deeply affected by a discovery 
of her siirfulneiSs and perishing con- 
dition. Being asked why she wept, 
she replied, "Because my heart is 
wicked." When asked how she knew 
that her heart was wicked, she an- 
swered, "Because I know I do not 
love God." And when asked how 
she knew that she did not love God, 
she answered, " Because I think of 



12 ORACi; IlINQ. 

any thing, a^d I talk of any tiling mwe 
than I do'of God." 

This little penitent contiAued to 
mourn, and weep, and pray, and re- 
fused to be comforted, for some \7eek8. 

The family of Mr. G ^ aud the 

friends who knew her, felt verj: deeply 
on her account^ and labouFa^ in dif^ 
ferent ways to minister ped:ci^o her 
troubled heart. 

One elderly lady, «.ddr^sl|6^ her, 
said, " Be comforted, chij<l, for I am 
sure you have always bfe^^u good, and 
very good ; I do not b^^jiB that you 
ever committed a sin in J|||ti|J^f^ l ^^d 
I am sure God must love»you."  To 
this she replied, with her beautiful 
eyes full of tears, and her" little breast 
heaving with sighs, " I know that God 
'must love me, or he would not have 
sent the beloved Jesus to die for me ; 
but I am sure 4;hat Ihinnot good^ or I 
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irik>uld have loved God, and praised 
him for the gift of his Son." 

One day, after spending a few hours 
alone, in reading, iheditation, and 
prayer, she entered the room where 
Mr. G sat ; her sorrowful coun- 
tenance seemed somewhat relieved of 
its formef heaviness, and she ad- 
dressed her earthly protector, saying, 
" Fath0r^(the title sh^ always gave 
Mr. G W ' , ) " if Gdd were not willing 
to pardoimy sin^, and save my soul, 
woruld hjphaye given his Son to die 
for me W Bping answered, " No," she 
said, " TlJn I will give myself into 
his hands, and will wait for the an- 
swer of peace, expecting it for Christ's 
sake alone." Her father hearing this, 
said, " My child, thou art not far from 
the kingdom of God ; go back to thy 
room, and say to God what thou hast ' 
said to me ; go just now, and say to 
him, Here, Lord, I give myself up to 
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things, or thou canst not get to hea- 
ven. O, thmk on these things, and 
lay them now to heart. 

It is not uncommon,- in this day of 
improvement in sabbath school in- 
structions, to see young children be- 
come the subjects of religious impres- 
sions during the course of revivals ; 
but, unhappily, such children are too 
often neglected, from the notion that ; 
all their seriousness will vanish as 
soon as the revival ceases. It is a 
painful fact, that very frec[ucntly such 
children become as thoughtless andi 
trifling A ever. But is not this, in 
some measure, o wmg to the want of , 
good care and persevering nursery on 
the part of parents and members of < 
the church ? If these children wertf ' 
properly instructed, watched over, and 
prayed with, would not the result, liL 
many instances, be widely different t 
The guilt, therefore^ of their religioufli 
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declension, will be fdund chargeable 
to the church, to parents, and to guar- 
dians. Think of this, ye who speak 
lightly of" the day of small and feeble 
things f" Remember the charge of 
the great Shepherd, "Feed my 
lambs." 

The child whose history is the sub- 
ject of these recollections remained 
^steadfast and unmoveable, always 
abounding" in goodness, devotion and 
piety, to th€i close of her life, wliich 
event happened in her 14th year. 
Up to this time she enjoyed a remark- 
able state of health, and was able to 
attend sabbath school, and the means 
of grace in general, without interrup- 
tion. She always entered the sabbath 
school well qualified to recite her les- 
ions, and attended the public means of 
ace prepared by previous private - 
votion. She always went from her 

2 
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closet to hear preaching, to prayer 
meetings, and to her class. 

Grace had her regular and stated 
hours for reading and private devotion ; 
and she was never knovi^n to fail in 
her attendance on these duties at least 
three times a day. She also attended 
to other studies and duties prescribed 
by the family with' religious exactness. 
It was never found necessary to re- 
quest her a second tipie to do the bid- 
ding, or fulfil the wishes of any mem- 
ber of Mr. G ^'s family ; and she 

always did every thing willingly, and 
with an air of pleasure and satisfac- 
tion I hope all my young readers 
will imitate Grace in this particular ; ^ 
for nothing can be more afflicting to 
your parents than to see you unwill- 
ing to comply with their reasonable 
requests. Besides, what unkindness, 
and what wickedness, in the sight of 
God, it must be, not to be obedient to 
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our dear parients, who have kindly 
watched over us, and provided for our 
wants, during many years of helpless 
infancy. Remember that "Honour 
thy father and thy mother is the first 
commandment with promise." 

Many persons seem to doubt and 

call in question the genuirmiess of the 

conversion of young childreii. They 

seem to think that religion, and the 

means of obtaining it, are matters so 

much alcove the comprehension of 

children that they cannot be the real 

subjects of Christian experience. 

'These .doubters ought to remember 

\ that conversion is the work of God; 

, and that it is a little thing with him 

" to ordain praise out of the mouths of 

I babes and sucklings." Besides, the 

infant mind is much more susceptible 

' of religious knowledge and impres- 

I sions than many parents seem to be- 

i lieve. Let them only set to work in 
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earnest to train their children for God 
and they will soon be convinced of 
this. If strict and persevering atten- 
tion to devotional duties ; if meekness, 
humiUty, kindness, and docility of 
spirit; if integrity of principle and 
practice ; if deep and growing solici- 
tude for the prosperity of the church 
and the salvation of the world; if 
these be genuine fruits of religious 
experience, and the real evidence of 
a work of grace on the heart, then the 
religion of little Grace King was pure 
and genuine. . 

She was remarkable for her fidelitv ^ 
and zeal in instructing, warning, and 
urging to repentance all the ignorant i 
and careless children that fell in her 
company. And these labours ,of 
childhood were not in vain ; the Lord 
owned and blessed them ; for then 
are some burning and shining light 
in the church now who can trac< 
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their first religious impressions to hel* 
labours. 

When Grace was nearly fourteen 
years of age she was seized with a 
violent fever, which caused great anx- 
iety to Mr. G 's family, and to her 

friends generally. She was watched 
and nursed with the deepest care, and 
the best medical advice was sum- 
moned for her relief. But the fever 
resisted all skill and care, and re- 
mained violent and unyielding fox* 
threei weeks; and when it did subside, 
it left such marks of ravage and waste 
of the constitution as rendered the 
prospect of her recovery very doubt- 
ful. During the continuance of the 
fever she laboured under almost con- 
stant delirium. But it was remarked 
by all around her that she never said 
any thing, or did any thing, but what 
served to show, in the words of one 
of her physicians, " that the suffering 
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body was inhabited by a pure and 
sainted spirit." During the delirium 
she would sing, and pray, and recite 
Scripture, and exhort sinners. 

When the fever was broken, she 
became perfectly herself She knew 
all her friends, and conversed with 
her former intelligence, according to 
her strength. She was conscious that 
she had been very sick ; and she con- 
tinued calmly and firmly to declare 
that she should not get well, but that 
her sickness would soon end in death. 
When asked the state of her mind, 
she uniformly answered, "I have 
peace with God, through our Lord 
Jesus Christ" When questioned in 
reference to her future and eternal 
prospects, she ? replied, " My future 
. prospects are good; my sky is un- 
clouded, and my pathway is bright 
with celestial light." At other times 
she would say, " My prospects ? why, 
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they are transporting ! I am going, 
ye^, I am going to tiie abode of an- 
gels, and to the presence of God ! O 
glory ! hallelujah V* 

One day Mr. Gr said to her, 

" My dear Grace, are you not sony 
to know that you are going to die, 
and to leave me and the rest of the 
family?" After looking steadily at 

Mr. G^ for a moment, as if in 

great surprise, she firmly answered, 
" No ! sir ; though I love you and your 
family most dearly, yet I love my God 
and Saviour a great deal more!" 
After a long and painful fit of cough- 
ing, during which she was supported 

by Mr. G y she said, " Father, I 

thank you for holding my throbbing 
bead. I believe you and the whole 
family intend to meet me in heaven?' 
Being answered, " Yes, we do," she 
very quickly sai^, " Why then should 
I not go firsts that I may be ready to 
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welcome you. all there ?'• Aad look- 
ing affectionately at Mr. G — : — y she 
added, '* Father, when I get home to 
glory, I shall continue to look for you 
until I see you enter ; it will not be 
long that I »hall have to look for you, 
for your locks are getting very gray. •' 
This was a melting scene. We all 
wepl. Who could have witnessed 
this interview between the yo^ng dis- 
cq>le and the aged patriarch, and: not 
be melted to tears'? To me it ap- 
peared as if they were both striving^ 
to reach heaven ^rst; and yet they 
were both willing to go in c6mpany. 
On the last day of her mortal Hfe^ 

Mr. Gr said to her, " Grace, it is 

now nearly nine years since your own 
dear mother died. I sa\^ her die, and 
I have no doubt that she is now in 
glory with the Saviour." On heariiig^ 
this, the little suSerer raised her 
wasted hands and her swimmi^ eyes 
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to heaven ; and as soon as she could 
articulate, she exclaimed, " Let me 
go ! let me go ! I want tp see that holy 
and happj mother ; and I want, still 
more, to see the glorious Saviour !" 

This emotion proved too much for 
her feeble state of body. Her hands 
fell, her eyes became fixed, and, to all 
appearance, she ceased for some mi- 
nutes to breathe. We all thought her 
dead ; but after a while we saw again 
the signs of remaining life. In half 
an hour she opened her eyes, and, 
looking on all around with a strong 
expression of sweetness and pleasure, 
she said, "I have had a ghmpse of 
heaven ! my happy mother is there ! 
and — " she appeared desirous of say- 
ing more, but was prevented by a long 
and violent fit' of coughing. When 
this had ceased, she lay very still for 
some minutes, with her eyes closed ; 
she then gradually raised her hands, j 

i 



without opening her eyes, and, with a 
faint and sinking voice, said, " I am 
going to Jesus! farewell! farewell!" 
In a- very few moments she ceased 
to breathe. ' 



There was one very conamendable 
trait in the character of Grace Kinff 
which we must not forget to record; 
and that was her great industry. Shq| 
was never, after her conversion, un- 
employed, nor was she ever triflingljs 
employed. To the study of her daily 
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' lessons she api^ed herself with all 
her powers ; and when these were 
finished, she either strove to make 
herself useful in the household busi- 
nessp©r she plied her needle to some 
useful and profitable purpose. In fact, 
such were her constant habits of use- 
ful labour, that Mrs. G— ^ — has often 
been heard to say, " Grace is no bill 
of cost to us ; she regularly pays her 
way." Thus, we see, this dear child 
was " diligent in business," as well as 
" fervent in spirit, serving the Lord." 
Haw much better it is for little chil- 
dren to be engaged in some useful 
employment than to be suffered to 
trifle away their hours in entire idle- 
ness, or in killing time by ruinous and 
dissipating amusements. Besides, if 
children arq not early taught habits 
of industry, they generally, in after 
life, become indolent and worthless 
ikiembers of society, and not unfi^- 
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quently vagabonds, and a curse to 
' their generation ; for 

" As the twig is bent the tree's inclined." 

Idleness is a sin against God and na- 
ture, and it is the fruitful parent of 
wretchedness, and of many vices. 
The child that is not engaged in some 
useful or innocent employment wiU 
not long remain pure and guiltless, 

" For Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do." . 

And the Scriptures speak very strong- 
ly against idleness. It is there said^ 
" If a man will not work, neither sha] 
he eat ;" that " an idle soul shall suf! 
fer hunger ;" that " drowsiness sliatf] 
clothe a man in rags ;" and that " wairt 
shall come upo*n the sluggard as an.. 
armed man." Let my young readei 
hear this, and guard against idleness. 
After her conversion, little Gract 
continued to give strong evidence oi 
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her love to the cause of God, and of 
her heartfelt concern for the good of 
souls, by labours to support the insti- 
tutians of benevolence and religion, 
and by the conversations which she 
held with children in the neighbour-" 
hood. This lovely child was inces- 
sant in her efforts to obtain contribu- 
tions for the Bible and missionary 
societies, and for the sabbath-school 
cause. A great many small, and not 
a few large contributions were ob- 
tained by the mild and untiring soli- 
citations of this little labourer. Indeed, 
phe made successful applications for 
money where almost every other per- 
son would have despaired or failed. 
I will relate an anecdote in point. A 
eertain gentleman, who made no pro- 
iession of religion, and who was uni- 
uVersally notorious for his parsimony, 
f was asked, why he always gave mtf* 
ney to Grace when she applied fe 
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him : he replied, " There is something* 
so sweet, so. modest, and so heavenly 
in the very looks and manners of that 
child, that I am constrained to gjve ; 
I cannot refuse her; indeed, I am so 
rfully impressed with the belief that it 
will be wisely and usefully applied, 
that I cannot , deny her , request." 
Many a Bible has been furnished to 
the destitute, many a missionary of 
the cross has been cheered in his toil, 
and many a sabbath-school scholar 
has been aided in acquiring saving 
knowledge, by the money collected 
by Grace King. Though young in 
years, yet ihe had many works of 
faith and labours of love ; and she is 
now reaping her reward in heaven ! 
O, I wish my young readers could 
have seen this little girl, with her 
bright countenance, and her book for 
subscriptions in her hand, passing 
from house to house. I think* her ex- 
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ample would have provoked them to 
similar exertions. 

We have said, too, that Grace im- 
proved every opportunity to instruct 
and to adnionish the children who fell 
in her way ; and she was every way 
qualified for such duties ; for she had 
clear views of the great doctrines of 
revelation, and she possessed a happy 
faculty of communicating her know- 
ledge to children of her own age, and 
of doing this in language which they 
could feel. Her admonitions and ex- 
hortations were always offered with 
such mildness, seriousness, and fer- 
vour, that they were both received and 
felt by the children to whom they 
were addressed. But the labours of 
Grace were not confined to children, 
as the following short letter will show. 
It was addressed to a lady who did 
not profess religion, and it was wr\t- 



I 



33 GRACE KttrQ. ' 

ten but a short time before she was 
taken sick. 

« R , July 30, 18—. 

" Deaiv Madam, — ^Do not be angry 
with me for the liberty which I now 
take in addressing a few lines to you; 
but be pleased to forgive the seeming 
forwardness of a child. Nothing short 
of deep concern for your greatest be- 
nefit could have moved me to take 
this course. I wish to discharge what 
I feel to be my duty, and therefore 
entreat you to bear with me, and to 
forgive me if I err. 

*' Dear madam, you have lived a 
great many years in God's world. 
You have received and enjoyed a 
great many mercies and blessings 
from your Maker's hands. You have 
been blessed with a great many pri- 
vileges and means of being made a 
ho^ Christian ; and the ' Lord, has 
indeed done great things for you.' 
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But have you properly improved your 
time, your mercies, and your powers, 
to the glory of God ? Have you given 
' all diligence to make your calling 
and election sure V Have you done 
your duty to yourself, to your fellow- 
creatures, . and to your God? Are 
you now prepared by grace for death, 
for judgment, and for heaven? 

^' Pardon my boldness, madam, for 
my fears uige me oii. I think you 
must know that you are not prepared 
to die. Are you not neglecting, whol- 
ly neglecting the great salvation ? Do 
you not know that if the Scriptures 
be true, you have no solid hope ? For 
without a present sensible interest in 
Christ, and without holiness, no one 
can see the Lord. 

^' O, madam, suffer a child, who has 
'tasted that the Lord is gracious,' to 
exhort you to think on these things^, 
and to lay them to heart. O, ^pw^ 

3 
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^ wMLe it is called to-day,' resolve to 
break friendship with the world, to 
deny yourself of sin, to give yourself 
to God in Christ, and to lite the rest 
of your days wholly to the glory of 
your Maker and Judge. Remember, 
your titne is short ! death may be 
standing' at your door ! and eternity, 
yes, etentity is just before you ! 

"'Believe me, madam, when I say 
it is love, jhire love to yottr soul; that 
has constrained me to write these 
lines. If it appear mere forwardness 
to you, pray forgive me this wrong, 
aild believe me to be yours sincerely, 

« G. KlNG.'^ 

These labours of love were not in 
vain, for there are numbers now Uv- 
ing who stUl bless God for the admo- 
nitions and instructions of this child ; 
and though the lady to whom the 
above letter was addressed really aph 
peared to many to be " a hopelesb 
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ease/' yet it is known that the ohild'is 
laboin made a deep impression upon 
her; and it is the opinion of her 
friends that she was saved at the 
tkventh hour. 

A few days before Grace died, she 
requested permission to see all the 
children of the sabbath school belong>- 
ing to her class, and in this she was 
indulged. When they stood around 
her bed, and she was raised to a sit- 
ting posture, she surveyed them with 
a meek and heavenly smile. Though 
she was but the shadow of a human 
form, being so much wasted by dis- 
ease, yet she addressed the children 
with a clearness and a force which 
astonished all that heard her. Hav- 
ing looked around upon them for some 
time, with a sweet and conciliatory 
smile, she commenced her address by 
thanking them for coming to see het 
in her affliction. She told them that 
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she expected soon to die ; that she 
was going soon into eternity «; that 
she was not afraid of death, and that 
she had a desire to be gone. She 
told them she knew that she was by 
nature unholy, and that she had sinned 
against God ; but she knew, also, that 
there was a Saviour ; and she knew 
that that Saviour was Jier Saviour. 
And " TMs" she exclaimed, " this is 
the reason why I am not afraid to 
die!" 

She now proceeded to speak to the 
children on the subject of their sinful- 
ness, their danger, and their duty; 
and so pointedly, so pathetically, did 
she speak, that there was not a dry- 
eye in lihe room. Nothing was heard, 
excepting her sweet voice, but sighs, 
and weeping, and mourning. After 
a few prayers had been offered, she 
took leave of the class, by taking each 
by the hand, and charging them, indi- ' 
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vidually, to " meet her in the glorious 
heaven above." It is believed that 
her last interview with her class was 
signally owned and blessed of God. 
The adults present felt it, and were 
moved to give themselves wholly to 
the Lord. And many of the children 
who were then present are now 
'^ burning and shining lights" in the 
. church. They have given themselves 
to God, and are walking so as to 
adorn their high and holy calling. 
Thus this dear child, '^ being dead, 
yet speaketh" in the fruit of her la- 
bours. 

While little Grace lay on her last 
bed of sickness she was visited by a 
maternal uncle, who had long been 
absent from home, a soldier in foreign 
lands. When she Was told that he 
was her own mother's brother, she 
affectionately embraced him, and 
pressed her pale lips to his cheek, 
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while tears bedewed the cheeks of 
both. After she became composed, 
she said, " Uncle, I love you, because 
you are the brother of my own mo- 
ther. My mother G tells me that 

my own mother was your sister ; tixot 
my mother was a triie and devoted 
servant of the Saviour ; and that she 
died ascribing praise andthsinksgiving 
to him ; now, I hope you a^e as go<»l 
and as happy as my dear mother was," 
The uncle took deep interest in the 
welfare of Grace, and laboured to en- 
tertain her by relating the wonders ^ 
he had seen and heard in his travels. 
To these relations she often listened 
with fixed attention. One day she 
said, " Uncle, you certainly have seeai 
many great and strange things in your 
travels ; but suffer me to ask if you 
ever met with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the sinner's great friend ?" She add- 
ed, " I put this question ^or two^ rea- 
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sons ; firsts because you de not often 
mention his name when jou tell nie 
of what you met with ; and secondly, 
because I feel anxious tixat you should 
hnmo him, and the power of his resur- 
xectio^.'' This w^^s an attack not to 
.be evaded. After a short pause^ sh^ 
took her uncle's hand, and lookii^ 
him affectionately m the face, sh|p 
«aid» " My dear uncle, do you Tcifum 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; and do you 
fed th?tt he is yow Saviour?" The 
old veteran cjould resist no longer .; he 
burst into tears,^ and said, " I do not, 
but I hope i sihalL" To this she de- 
Yoxitly answered, *' ArmnP 

Before Grace died, she repeived a 
pipmise from Jieruncte that he would 
renounce the world and sin, and seek 
for a saving knowledge of her blessed 
Saviour. And we are hapjpy to be 
aible to record the fact, that he 4>d 
keep the promise made to the dyiiii^ 
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bhild ; and that, soon after her death, 
he was made a witness of the power 
of Christ to save sinners. The nncle 
is still alive ; he is still in the g-ood 
way, and living an exemplary life" 

About a week or two before her 
death, Grace was visited by her be- 
loved pastor, who, among other things, 
said to her, " My dear child, thongh 
young, yet you have made a great 
profession before the church and the 
world. Now I wish to know how 
you feel on this subject when confined 
to this bed of pain, and when there is . 
"before you the prospect of a speedy 
death T . The little sufferer, folding 
her hiands, very calmly replied, "I 
feel, sir, that I have not believed a 
cunningly devised fable ; but I feel, 
sir, that the gospel of Christ is the 
power of God unto my salvation f 
The light on my path must come from 
Him in whom there is no darkness at 
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alL The peace which fills my mind 
must be the peace of God. The love 
which warms my heart must have 
come from Him who is love. And the 
hope which now supports and cheers 
me must have come from ' the Gbd of 
hope !' Yes, * it is the Lord's doings, 
and it is marvellous in mine eyes.' 
To the great, the triune God, be all 
the praise and the glory, both now 
and for ever." 

The pastor tnen said to her, "My 
dear child, if you die of this sickness 
you will die very young ; do you not 
desire to get well, in order that you 
may know more of this world, and be 
made still more useful in it?' To this 
she answered, very calmly, and with 
strong marks of humility, " I feel no 
such desire ; if God see proper to raise 
me up from the bed of pain, and if 
he see fit to appoint me more work 
on earth, why, he knows that I am 
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willing:; but if it be his blessed wiU 
that I shall now die, which I think it 
is, Z should rather prefer to die. 3ut 
in fact I have no choice; I hjave np 
desire in this matter ; I saji ' Father, 
thy will be done.' " 



CONCLUSION. 

My Young REAi]tE|i, — ^You may 
learn from these statements, that you 
are not too young to become seriously 
and truly religious ; for here you have 
proof in the case of one who was, 
perhaps, m^uch younger than you are. 
Shall not her bright and powerful ex- 
ample move you to give your heart 
to God ? and move you to give it wow ? 
Delays are dangerous ! You will 
never find a better tfpe l^hw the pre- 
senit to begi^ to serve^^he Lord. You^, 
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vn31 never find fewer hinderances in 
your way than you now do. Your 
heart will become more unbelieving, 
and more in love with the world and 
sin, the longer you delay. 

Remember you are not too young 
to die. Grace Eang died before she 
was fourteen years old. If you should 
be taken down by sisch a fever as she 
had, and should, like her, become de- 
lirious, and die in that state, what 
would become of you ? O, think on 
these things ; and norVy before you lay 
down this book, resolve to seek reU- 
gion, to serve God, and to prepare for 
eternity. Read over again the expe- 
rience of Grace, and notice particu- 
larly the way she took to find the Sar 
vionr. Above all, pray earnestly and 
constantly to God for direction, and 
power, and grace. He will not suffer 
you to be deceived, or lost; for he 
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has said, ^^ They that seek me earif 
shall find me." 

The Lord give us all gfrace to seek 
his face ax^ farour, for Christ's sake. 
Amen. 



DIARY. 

I SHALL liow place before my read- 1 
ers a few extracts from a diary which 
was kept by Grace King during a few 
of the latter years of her life. . But, in- 
doing this, I feel that I have to per- 
form a painful task; for I consider ^ 
the whole so very excellent that, to 
deprive the reader of any portion, 
seems to me like injustice to her me- ^ 
moiy. Under my present impressions, 
I should lay the whole before iny read- , 
ers, were I not deterred by the feai^ 
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of makingr die book too laige. I shaU 
begin these extracts with what she 
wrote iu the commencement of the 
year 18 — . 

"Jan. 1. — ^This is the sixth new- 
year^s day I have seen since 1 expe- 
rienced the new birth. I feel happy 
to know that I begin this year in the 
fear of God, and in the enjoyment of 
his favour. I know not what may be- 
fall me in the year on which I have 
no\^ entered Perhaps severe suffer- 
ing and affliction, or even death. How- 
ever, I do not feel dismayed, fw the 
' Lord is my portion,' and I know he 
has said, ' As thy day is, so shall thy 
strength be.' Then welcome life or 
death, for God is with me ; of what 
or of whom shall I be afraid ? If life 
be continned, I feel resolved to live 
near to God, to improve the mercies 
put into my hands, and to embrace 
every opportunity of improving my 
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mind by reading, and by conversa- 
tion with the wise and good. I intend 
to adopt a regular method of reading 
th^ Scriptures ; by reading three chap- 
ters every day, one in the historical, 
one in the prophetical, and one in the 
evangelical portions. I shall be able, 
with the exception of a few chapters, 
to read the Bible through in one year. 
The rest of my spare time i^all be 
spent in reading such authors as may 
explain those scriptures which I read 
for the day ; or, as may otherwise in- 
form and improve my mind. Above 
all things, I feel determined to prove 
the sincerity of^my faith, and the re- 
ality of my cirtiversion, by the purity 
of my tempers, and the rectitude of 
my life. ^ . 

" O God, my God, I know that my 
present resolutions will be broken, un- 
less thou shalt bless me, and defend 
tne from evil. Let thy strength be 
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made perfbct in my weakness, Ibat I 
may be steadfast, and may show forth 
tliy praise. 

* In all my suffering may I have 
The promised, needftd grace ; 
Hate the Afanighty near to save, 
And see thy amdiag face.' 

'^ Jan. 10. — I feel somewhat feeble 

and unwell in body, but I bless my 

heavenly Parent I feel strong, and 

mueh engaged in mind. Truly the 

Lord has done great things for me, a 

poor orphan, in raising up fhends who 

fear his name, and who make his 

jglory their chief end. Glory be to 

Cfod, it is to the instructions, admo* 

Bifions, prayers, and godly exainple 
<tf these friends, under God, that I am 

mdebted for my superior religious 

light and spiritual enjoyment. O my 

God, give me grace that I may walk 

worthy of my great advantages, may 

miake faithful improviement of them^ 
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and may experience their hzppj tea* 
deney^ both in time and eternity. 
Were it in my power to add to the 
happine^ of my dear, dear friends, 
how gladly would I do it ! My father 

G told me this morning that his 

comfort was, in a great measure, con- 
nected with the religioms improvement 
of the family: he said, with a solepa* 
nity of look, and tone of voice, which 
moved my heart, ' Grace, we- miisl be 
more holy.' O, my Saviour, give me 
a fresh start for the kingdom^ that my 
life and testimony may gladden the 
hearts of my ^ous friends, and that I 
may glorify thy name. 

"Jan. 16. — ^The grand adversary 
has thrust sore at me this day. He 
has tempted me strongly to call in 
question the reaUty of that work of 
grace of which my indulgent God has 
given me ^e fullest evidence. He has 
suggested that my conversion, <^ 
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I have thcu^t and Mid M 
much^ k, perlmps, a mere delusion df 
my own imagiaation. This assauU I 
was enabled to resist, hf advertfaig M 
&e time and pljBtcel of my delirerand^, 
and by calling earnestly arid frequent^ 
ly upon my God. So tree is thM 
tcripiofe, ^ Recrist the devil, and h«r 
will flee from ycm ; draw high \kkUi 
God, and he wiil draw nigh tmto you.' 

I opened my case to fierfher O ; he 

told me that it was by no nieaiis sin* 
gtdar ; ths^t he, and many of his ac- 
quaintance, had often been assaulted 
in the ^ame way, and that ' no tempt- 
ation hath happened to us but such si 
18 common to man.' He added, ' li 
is no sin to be tempted, for the imma- 
<?alate Jesus himself wa« teiftpMd; 
ind that temptations cannot become 
<!>ecasions of guilt unless they are com- 
plied with. Ithank€odforafrie]»dat 
hand so competent to raceour and re* 

4 
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liave my inexpemnoed and youthful 
niikl. Mjs^ I always take his advice 
and counsel^ and improve by them* 
O, my God, when the enemy come# 
in like a flood iipoa my soul, may tiiy 
Spirit hfi «tp a standard ag^nst him, 
and may I be kept, by thy power, se- 
eure from the ^[^te ef his uMilieious 
apd destructive designs. 

'' Jan. 2L— ^My mind has, this day, 
been much drawn out: in prayer. | 
have visited 'the throne of grace' se- 
ven times, and every time I have ea- 
joyed the presenee asid. blessing of 
my heavenly Father. Nay, this has 
been, UteraUy, a day qf prefer; for I 
have lived in the spi^t and frame of 
devoltion lihe whole day ; and the con- 
sequence iS| I have not been troubled 
with any vain thoughts ; temptationa 
have had no power ; and my mind has 
been kept in perfect peace. Mr. T« 
X gave us a refrahing sermon from 
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1 Cor. XV, 3, 'Christ died for our 
sins, according to the Scriptures/ 
After an introduction, in which he 
showed &at the Uirth, the life, and the 
st^tferings, as well as the death, of our 
Lord, were all * according' to the pro- 
phecies of Scripture, he proceeded to 
the doctrine of the text, viz., ' That 
Christ died as the substitute for man; 
or, that he endured and suffered va- 
rious penal evils, in our room and 
stead/ He remarked, ^Some peo- 
ple say, that Christ cathe as a teacher 
and as a martyr for the truth, and that 
this is all true ; but,' he added, 'if he 
did not die as our substitute, 1, Why 
was he ushered into the world with 
such pomp and grandeur ; by types, by 
prophecy, by promise, and by the ap^ 
pearance of divine and celestial mes- 
sengers at his birth, baptism, &c. ? 
2iWhat rational interpretation can 
be given of the scriptures which speak 
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of his atxmement, and his sacrificial 
isnfferings jind death? 3, If he died 
only as a martyr, did he not betaray 
tincommon wea^ess, when eompaTed 
with many ^martyrs who have died 
since ? He said, ** Father, if it be pos- 
sible, let this cup pass from me;" and, 
" My God, my God, why , hast thou 
forsaken me/' The fact is, " He bore 
our sins in his own body on the tree." 
The curse oi the law was upon him ; 
for the Lord " laid on him the iniquity 
of us all" After establishing the doc- 
trine, the preacher proceeded to make 
some practical improTement ; and re- 
Bmike4 1, ' How great are our obli- 
gations to love the Lord Jesus Christ. 
2, How fearful the conduct of thpso 
who rob Christ bf his merit as the 
propitiation. 3, And how great the 
guilt of all such as slight and neglect 
Has benevolent and only Saviour.' 
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¥<ir ftuch a preoious Saviour blesf 
thou the Lord, O my souL 

"Jan. 28.r— Though I have beea 
detained from the house of God tim 
day, yet) I thank thie Lord, J have 
p€y1;aken largely of his Spint and 
grace. While my Christian brethren 
were engaged in acts of devplion in 
the public sanctuaiy, I remembered 
'the hour of prayer;' and though I 
wa9 ^ absent in body/ yet I was not 
so in mind. I lifted my heart, and 
madeJmown my desires to Him who 
seejth in secret, and he condescended 
to bless me. Blessed be the Lord for 
all his goodness to me. 

" Feb. 3. — ^I have just returned from 
witnessing the last moments of Mr. 
S. M., an old and faithful soldier of 
the cross. His way through life has 
been beset with thorns and briers, for 
he has met with much opposition from 
men and devils ; but still he has main^ 
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tamed his peace vdiSi 6od^ and kept 
himself unspotted from the world. 
His last affliction has been of many 
months* continuance ; but, during the 
whole time, he has lived in the exer- 
cise of unfeigned submission and gra- 
titude, saying, * It is the Lord, let him 
do what seemeth him good ;' * THie 
Lord gave, and the' Lord hath taken 
away, blessed be the name of the 
Lord.' A few hours before he breathed 
his last, he said, 'The separation from 
my old friends would be very painful, 
were it not for the assurance that they 
will soon rejoiii me in heaven, and 
that I shall, after death, meet with 
better companions than this world can 
furnish.' A few moments before he 
died, I inquired respecting the state 
of his mind; and he answered, ^ I have 
peace with God; yes, unutterable 
peace ; and I shall soon join in praises 
to God and the Lamb.' Shortly after 
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be sung, with a feeble and trembling* 
voice, the -following liiies: — 

*' This lying world 9tiU couxU n^ stay; 
But Jestts beckons me away, 

And calls me to his rest ; 
Vain world, adieu! I cannot slay; 
Lo, Crabriel waits to point the way 

To my Redeemer's breael! 

My friends, farewell ! I love you stUi, 
But lo, I rise the sacred hill 

Where faithfal souls reside ; 
Hark ! hark ! the music of their eonf-- 
Behold, i;see the heavenly thronj; 

And shall with them abide I' 

On finishing these Hnes, he was near- 
ly suffocated by the rising of phlegm 
in his throat ; however, having ob- 
tained a moment's relief, he broke 
out, with a voice so strong as to asto- 
nish all in the room, saying, * O grave, 
where is thy victory ! death, where 
is thy sting T After this he turned 
npon his side, and quietly fell asleep 
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HI JfitkQS, in the eighty-fpurth yew of 
his age. Sueh was the dosing scene 
of a Christian pilgrimage of mqre than 
half a century. We meet with but 
few professors of so mild a temper, 
and so xtnblameable a conversa^on, , 
as our old departed friend. He has 
left us an el»fii^le whieh caQs for our 
admiration and imitation. With frulii 
it may be said of him, 'liCark the per- I 
feet man, and behold the upright, for 
the end of that manis plBaee/ O, my 
Saviour, help tne to live the life of 
the righteous^ that I may be so happy 
as to d]^ his death. 

" Feb. J6.— Part of this day has 
be^n spent in company congenial to 
my views and feelings; with such 
people I oould cheerfully spend all 
luy days, and with them I should wish 
to die. i heard nothing said tjiat can 
be dc)eme4 trifting^ frivolous, pr unim- 
j^rtaot ; tl^e whole con venation waa ^ 
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'i»eaB!(med Fitb gnce.' A few of die 
epmpa&j favonn^ lis with a bistoiy 
<xf their r0ligiou$ experience; their 
narratives wer^ brief, artless, and on- 
adorned ; yet they were sober, ration* 
H, ai^d spiritual. These accotints 
Ikave done me good; they served to 
bring to my remel^rance days which 
are passed, and to ii^re resolptions 
to double my diligence, and to im* 
{MTove my remainixig hours. I felt 
constrained to sing, — 

' And if our fellowsbip below 
In Jesns be so sweet ; 
What keight of raptdre shall we know 
Wkea i^imd hk tknme we meet.' 

That dear man of God, Mr. W-, closed 
our interview with prayer ; and such 
^ man for power and faith in prayer 
I think i n^yef heard. He spent no 
timQ in compjimenting th|3 Deity on 
the dignity of lus nature^ ll^e maqpii- 
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tude of his works, or the mystery of 
hi& providence ; but, like a man fami- 
liar with God, and living in his pre- 
sence, he came directly to the sacred 
throne, fle commended us, Collec- 
tively and individually, to the mercy 
and protection of God ; and he closed 
with hearty thanksgiving for the * fel- 
lowship of «aints.' Lord, teach me 
how to pray yhow to pray with child- 
like simplicity and humble confidence. 
" Feb. 26. — ^I liave been very ptO" 
fitably employed, for the last few days, 
in reading that edifying book, ^The 
faints' Re$t.' I see clearly that there 
is nothing worthy of our desire and 
labour, in comparison with heaven. 
That is the only place and state of 
true and perfect repose. ' There the 
wicked cease from troubling, and there 
the weary are at rest' Blessed be thy 
name, O God, for the assurance that 
* theTe remains a rest for the people 
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of Ood/ O, my Lord, thou seest me 
willing to tofl, and labour, and suffer, 
and to do this with all my might, and 
tKrough all my days, if thou wilt at 
last admit me to thy presence, ' where 
there is fulness of joy, and where 
there are pleasures for evermore.' 
According to Mr. Baxter, a Mgh de- 
gree of personal holiness is necessary 
in order to get safely to heaven. This 
I know to be the doctrine of the New 
Testament O God, perfect the good 
work which thou hast begun in me, 
and make me fully * meet for the in- 
heritance of the saints in light.' 

" March 1. — ^This morning Miss D., 
the daughter of a person who has 
lately come to reside in this village, 
presented me with a card of invitation 
to attend a party at her father's house. 
On my declining it, she remarked, *I 
can see nd impropriety in a party of 
young people spending a few hours 
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of the evening, in innpoent amuse* 
ment.' Perhaps sh§ can see na evil 
in it, but I thank God that such ^ 
manner of spending time is contraij 
to my principles and wishes. I can- 
not see how persons who spend their 
time at balls and card tables, can 
have a conscience void of offence ; or 
how they can lay claim to tha high 
chariacter of Christians. I wish to 
' redeem the time ;' to ' flee the ap- 
pearance of evil ;' and to 'keep myself 
unspotted from the world.' Believing 
that 'evil communications corrupt 
good manners/, and that ' a companion 
of fools shall be destroyed/ I have 
resolved to 'come out from among 
the ungodly/ and to b^ ' a companion 
of them that fear God.' O may diving 
grace assist me to keep out of the way 
of temptation, and in the way of duty. 
"March 12. — This has truly been 
a gracious and a high day tp my soul. 



t have hid the privilege bf meeting 
wilh the Mints, and of attending the 
house of God, three times this day ; 
and, what is best of all, I met with 
'the sioneir^s Friend^ every time. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul. The sermon 
in- the afternoon was particularly 
pleasing and profitable to me. The 
subject was the history of blind Bar- 
timeus, as fecorded by St. Marie. After 
paraphrasing the text, the preacher 
^oceeded to consider it as * descrip* 
tive of the natural and sinful state of 
mam, of the penitent sinner's return, 
and of the success whieh attends his 
application to Christ.' Under the first 
head he considered the natural and 
sinful state of man as a state of mo- 
ral darkness Kfid of spiritual indigence^ 
* l^ind Bartimeus s^t by the highway 
wde, begging.^ These ideas he illus- 
trated by a reference to the present 
condition of the heathen, and by a spi- * 
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rited appeal to the state and coiklttct 
of the unconverted ia Christendom. 
Under the second. head he pointed 
out clearly the steps in the dinner's re* 
turn to God; such as, hearing of Je- 
sus, praying to him, the ditention of 
the Saviour to his prayer, the assist- 
ance of friends, resolute personal 
efforts, and an interview with the Sa- 
viour ; all which were exemplified in 
the case of the blind man. Under 
his third head he described, beauti* 
fully, the fruits and effects of saving 
faith. He showed how th^ penitent 
believerjs translated out of ' the king- 
dom of darkness^^ axkd liiade a efaihl 
of light; and how, in consequence, he 
becomes a confirmed and persevering 
follower of the bleeding Lamb. This 
sermon was at once figurative, Scrip- 
tural, and experimental ; it was just 
such a sermbn as I love to hear ; for 
such cannot fail to please and to edify. 



Wero such sermons more froquisntly 
preachedf I believe we should see 
more conversions, an4 believers would 
be found in a more. prosperous condi- 
tion. The preacher is not yet twenty 
years of age. May God keep him 
humble^ and make Inm abundantly 
useful. I really fear that I am not 
sufficiently thankful for such Christian 
sabbaths as this has been ; I have 
indeed sat in heavenly {daces with 
Christ, and with my bretiiren. My 
fellowship has been ^o delightful as 
to make ma forget my connection with 
earth ; and yet, blessed be God, this 
is only a faint foretaste of that endless 
sabbath to which, I trust, I am hasten- 
ing. 

'^ March 36. — Christian sabbaths 
and sanctuary privileges are truly 
sweet and delightful to me> and I 
can say, with unaffected sincerity, 
*How aittiable are thy taben^cles. 



A4 QUAOM KIV0. 

Lord of hosts !' I hava M%, &i» 
blessed day, as I ha^e often felt 
before, that I shoold Uke to liye aii4 
die in die h<mse of God; I felt ecm* 
slaramed to si^, 

* My happy spul would stay 
In such a frame as this, 
And sit, and sing herself a^ay 
Ta everlasHng bliss.' 

1 took short notes of one saisnoa to^ 
day ; it was very edifying to me^ The 
text was, Luke i, 3, 4: ' That thoti 
mightest know the certaiatjr of thos^ 
things,' &c. After an ingemoui» iur 
troduction, the preacher proposed tp 
inquire, ^ What the tkmffs are in whichi 
Christianity instructs us ; and how w^ 
may km»v the certainty of these ^bii^. 
Under the first inquiiy he noti^ed^ 
' The fallen condidon of Man, Hm 
lore of God to hiim, the universality 
and allHiufficiency of Christ's atotie- 



WBntA, the nature of salvation in ge- 
neral, the tero^ of personal salvatiraiy 
and the retribtrtions of eternity.' 
These ^subjects were clearly illus- 
trated and powerfully applied. Un- 
der the second inquiry. How may we 
know the truth dknAoertainty of liiese 
things, he showed, clearly, that this 
was attainable: -By reading and 
studying the evidlsnces of the divine 
origin of the Scriptures, by daily pray- 
erful reading of the Scriptures, and 
meditating theron, and by seeking, 

; properly, to be made partakers of the 

\ grace of the gospel.' This sermon 
was very long, but it did not appear 
to tire the congregation ; and, for my 

: own part, I oould have sat two hours 
longer. The absurdity and folly of 
infidelity appeared most glaringly. 1 
1kmk God for such able defenders 
of the truth as it is in Christ. The 

I {fospel is the word of God* 



'^Hareh Bl. — One of my mfilieraal 
Wl^^d l^ made a visit to-daj at^our 
h0me ; he ^as \>efm a gr^at traveller, 
4^p4 is an ^nthusi^t in pc^tica. He 
feems tp tbin^ that Providence has 
setnetbing dreadful ia stwe ibar the 
WQ^archies and empiiles of the world. 
]E|mt ibese are thipgs that do not inte- 
X^t me orach ; and wbat^ey^r pa^ be- 
fall natijQns^ or governments^ I kQow 
iknt relj^ofl is the one thing needful, 
a^ I am determined to seek the glory 
of God. My poUtioal sufferings or 
privileges cannot be of long duration* 
I ^1 thait fhe seeds of mortality are J 
sown in ffiy jS,esh ; and my interest in 
the {^ffiMrs of this world must soon 
CjBa|0e, I will hasten to Mount ZUm, 
to the city of God, and to the mullj^- 
tude before the throne of the Lan^b. 
O my Maker and my Judge, finish 
^6 work of righteousness in me, and 
then ivceiye me to thy elemal kijofl^ 



douL I fear that my imcle does not 
possess the piety which shone ao 
strongly in the life and death of my 
now glorified mother. O Lord, giw 
aue ' ^ word in season' for my thought- 
less uncle, and do thou bless it to the 
benefit of his soul. 

" April 7. — ^I have been spared to 
«&joy ancrtber blessed Lord's day. 
This we call the Lord's day, because 
he triumphed on the first day by his 
resurrection from the dead ; this there- 
fore is the Christian's sabbath. We 
I Jbave the authority of apostolic exam- 
L^Ie for keeping the first day as ' a sab- 
r^ath unto the Lord.' My poor soul 
as often pained by witnessing the pro- 
£Ematiop of this sacred portion of time, 
and by seeing men who indulge their 
thoughts, and pursue their own ways, 
on this day. O that they were wise, 
lliat l^ey understood their true inte- 
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rests, and would * remember the sab- 
bath day to keep it holy.* 

The Rev. Mr. S. preached to us to- 
day, I Ihink his language this after- 
noon was not sufficiently guarded. 
The doctrine which he delivered is, ; 
indeed, an important Scripture truth, 
and it is the duty of the ministry to 
publish it to the ends of the earth, 
but it requires some skill and caution i 
to preserve it from abuse. That sin- 
ners are saved by grace, and by grace 
aloney eyery one must believe who 
takes the Bible for his guide ; for it is 
written, ' By grace are ye saved.' But* 
when this doctrine is preached, ought 
it not, at the same .time, to be stated, 
that it is the dtUy of man ' to work 
out his salvation,' while * God work&. 
in him to wfll and to do V To preach 
salvation by grace alone, without in- 
sisting on the necessity of repentance, 
faith, and the use of means, is calcu- 
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lated t6 make tlie sinner easy in his 
sins ; at least it is liable to such abuse 
by profane and ignorant people. Be- 
sMe^i, the preaching of the doctrine, 
without-insisting on the persevering 
discharge of every personal imd rela- 
tive duty, is to rock the worldly and 
format professor of religion in the 
CTadle of carnal security ; it may be- 
triay souls into practical Antinomian- 
ism. While we avoid the error of 
salvation by works, either in whole 
or in part, we must guard against the 
opposite (Bxtreme ; and this may be 
done by declaring, that ' grace always 
reigns through' righteousness unto 
eternal life.' O thou Fountain of 
fight, graciously guide me and all 
^ky people into all truth. 
•■ "April 16.— Either I am greatly 
mistaken in my views of politeness, 
or a pretended man of the world that 
I met in comi^ny this day is much 
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w^iniihg in the art and |)raetice of good 
breeding. The company con^sted 
principallyof ladies oi profensed pietj, 
and yet this gentleman paid his eourt 
to the oompany by saying some ve^ 
unprope; things^ and by ei^ibeUishing 
many of his sentences with foul words 
and oaths. Had he been igno;rant of 
the religious character. of the cose^ 
pany, he might have been more ex- 
cusable. But I suppose he intended 
to convince the ladies that his philo* 
dophy had rendered him superior to 
vulgar prejudices, and ihat his con* 
science was ncA disturbed by the fear 
of an imaginliry judgment to come. 
If this were liis intention, he certainly 
took an elfectual plan to accompIisbL 
his end. However, I think that true 
politeness would have taught him to 
treat ^hat he might deem the super* 
stitiouis views and weak feelings of 
the sesr vnlh less open and public dich 



1 

1 



respect How fobHiih do imbelieyers 
sometimes make themselves appear, 
iHth all their boasted siiperiority <^ 
reason and philojsqphy. My God, 
gire me the wisdom which is troxk 
above, and teach me the happy ait 
rf pleasing and profiting by my pre- 
sence and conversation. O, never 
suiSer me to feel as if I wete wiser 
iSb&n what thou hast written. 

« April 26.— We are told that • the 
soid of righteous Lot was vexed from 
day to day ynth H^ iilthy conversa^ 
tkm- of the wicked.' I atn not asto* 
aished aithis, if they were acquainted 
with only half ot the present vocabu- 
lary of oalhi^ and curses. I.haVe spent 
a d&y where I have been more ex- 
posed to the sound 6f vile language 
than I am in my oWn neighbourhood, 
abd it is not possible f6r me to describes 
the painful feelings which hearing it 
H^ ^rodu^eji i^ t&y mu!i4 I w6uld 
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not be llired to live where my eM» 
are stunxied^ aad my soul woundcKJ, 
by such iuoefisant volleys of oaths 
^d blaspheimes, by ail the richer of 
the Indies. Surely the persons who 
taske such irreverent usf^ of the names 
and attributes of Deitjr must be, not 
only without hope, but also with- 
out the beUef of a God in the world* 
At least, they -do not consider that 
^leir Maker has said, ^ Thou shalt &ot 
take the name of the Lord thy God m 
vain;' and ag$iin, /. Swiear not at all/ 
Profane swearing is a very unprofit- 
able vice ;: it can in no way add, either 
to the profit or reputation of those who 
are guilty of it. If my statement be 
'bue, it needs not the confirmation of 
an oath; and if it be not true, the ad- 
dition of an oftth. must certainly tend 
to increate my guilt, and to lessen 
my credit. Profane swearing is no 
evideuQe of true couTBge, of wisdom. 
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CHT of politeness ; and yet it is common 
among such as esteem themselves men 
of fashion, and men of the world. 
Ought not gentlemen to quit a prac- 
tice so unmanly, so unprofitable, and 
so vulgar? 

" But if we consider this vice in a 
religious; pcont of light, what will the 
swearer say for himself when he 
stands before the judgment-seat of 
Christ? Let all profane persons re- 
jnember th^ day of judgment, and 
consider their profaneness in the Ught 
of that day. O thou great Eternal, 
* turn a pure language upon the in- 
habitants^ of the earth,' and fill them 
with reverence for thy name. 

" April 29. — ^This day I have en- 
joyed the satisfaction of attending the 
dedication of another house to the 
.worship of the living God ; and I do 
hope that the dedicatory prayer will 
be answered upon earth. This prayer, 
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as to style and variety, very muchi^ 
sembled the one which was <rffeted by 
Solomon at the dedicatiton of the tem- 
ple. It was offered fervently, and 
was responded to with deep and heart- 
felt feeling. The sermon was by the 
Rev. J. B., and was based on Psalm 
V, 7 : *I will cbme into thy^ouse in 
the multitude of thy mercy,' &c. 
After a few preliminary remarks, the 
preacher proposed to notice *The 
nature and design of Christian mor^ 
ship J and the dispositidns with which 
we ought to engage in social wop- 
iship.' On the fiorst proposition he re- 
marked, * That Christian worship is 
social^ *Porsake not the assembling 
of yourselves together.* This has 
been thef practice of saints in all ages 
of the world. * Then they that feared 
the Lord spoke often onfe to another f 
* Come, and let ns^ Bbw down, let us 
kneel before the LdftJ <iur Maker/ 
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The primitive Christians met on the 
*£rst day' tcj worship. It is indeed 
fee duty and privilege of every Chris- 
tian to worship God in private and 
m the family eircle. Public social 
worship is attended with many advan- 
tages of edification, encouragement, 
comfort, &c. PubKc social worship 
consists of the exercise of gratitude 
and praise for mercies received, of the 
confession of sins and unworthiness, 
and of prayer for ourselves, the 
cburch, and the world, for temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal blessings. The 
design of social worship is, the glory 
of God ; *ye are not your own ;* and 
flie benefit of man. -^ In civery place 
where my nam^e is recorded, I will 
come unto thee and bless thee.' God 
meets with his people, he hears them, 
he ansvrers tfiem, and he makes them 
a blessing to each other.' On the se- 
cond proposition, Hhe dispositions with 
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which we ought to attend public wor- 
ship/ he remarked, 'The psalimst 
says/ ' I will come into thy hause, in 
the multitude oi thy mercy.' * This 
may imply, I will consider it a^ privi- 
lege tp be a public worshipper. Or, 
I will come into thy house meditating 
on the mercy which thou hast shpwa 
me. The psalmist farther says, ^In 
thy fear will I worship / ' that is, all 
my acts of devotion shall be paid with 
suitable reverence. Or, I will cherish 
a filial fear of the great object of wor- 
ship. This would prevent all irreve- 
rence in God's house, such as talking^ 
gazing about, &c. In such a worship- 
per there will be no indifference ; for 
the whole soul is engaged with God.' 
Such is a faint outline of the dis- 
course. But the manner, the. action, 
the fervour, and the unction of the 
speaker, gave it a force and interest 
which I cannot put upon paper« I 



bless thee, O my God, for the grace 
and mercies of this day. 

"May 5. — ^This day I spent a few 
hours in silent and devout reflection. 
Among the great variety of subjects 
which odeupiediny mind, none seemed 
to produce such sensible and solemn 
impressions as that of ' the judgment 
to come.' I conceived in my mind the 
idea of the heavens passing away 
with a great noise ; the elements melt- 
ing with fervent heat ; and this earth 
itself as burning up. I thought of the 
sounding of the last trumpet, the re- 
surrection of the dead, the descent of 
the Judge, the opening of the books, 
and the various transactions of the 
day, so terribly glorious ! I thought, 
what must be the consternation of 
such as* have treated the invitations 
and promises of the gospel with ne- 
glect; have represented the omnipo- 
tent Judge as an impostor ; and have. 
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heinetofore, thought this day isf judg- 
ment a mere fable^ or chimera of the 
braiu! How solemnly affecting the 
consideration! The Scriptures re- 
present &e8e sinner as calling npan 
tlie rocks to fall upon them, and the 
hills to coT^r them &6m the face of 
Him that sitteth upon the throne ! 
How probable this representation! 
But what will such a prayer avail 
them? Alas! alas! the rocks and 
mountains are, themselves, unable to 
abide the presence of the great I am ! 
* For the great day of his wrath js 
come, and who sh^^ be able to stand V 
''I now turned my thoughts to the 
consideration of the case of those who 
have made their \ calling and election 
sure.' I thought what must be the 
height of their joy, when, notwith* 
stai^dii^their unwoithineas, they hear 
the Judge say, ' Ck^me, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom pee- 
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{MMred for yoq,' and, ' Well done, good 
and &ithfal servant, enter ye into the 
Joy of ypur Lord.' 0, with what rap- 
ture will they exdaim, 'Worthy is 
the Lamb that was slain, and hath re* 
deenied qs to God by his blood.' O, 
righteous Father, let thy Spirit wit- 
ness to tiie blood of my Saviour, and 
cause me to hope in thee. Here I 
tender the^ my all. I i^rrender my 
soul and body, all I have and am, as 
thy rightful and exclusive property. 
O, mercifully take the offering, and 
seal xae thine for ever. Amen. 

" May 13.— Although I felt my 
mind collected and stayed when I 
went to the house of God this after- 
noon, yet I did not find that spiritual 
refreshment after which I went. The 
cause i^ay have been in myself ; but 
I feel disposed to attribute mj disap- 
poiatmenty in some measure, to the 
preacher. The sennon was contro* 
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versial, and the lan^age of the 
speaker did not evidence that charily 
which I think otight to be exercised 
by one Christian toward another who 
differs from him in unimportant opi- 
nions. Though I do not believe the 
doctrines which the Rev. Mr. L. con- 
troverted, yet I think that the piety 
and talents of our opponents are such 
as entitle them to more candour, 
and less severity of language, than 
the preacher' manifested. I wish to 
be found doing to others as I would 
have them do to me ; and I am sure I 
should not like to hear my church as- 
sailed in the terms and spirit in which 
Mr. L. assailed our opponents. We 
are all confessedly fallible creatures. 
Some of us must indeed be in error ; 
but who, except the all-wise God, can 
decide the question ? Hence -the ne- 
cessity of mutual fori>earance, and of 
speaking of each other's doctrine 
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with loye aad tenderness. 'I am far 
from thinking it a matter of iadiflfer- 
ence what opinions we embrace ; we 
should desire and labour af^ the 
' truth as it is in Jqsus' And I think 
it is Hot improper to assail with spiiit, 
and in terms that will be felt, the ep» 
roneous doctrines which rpb the Re^ 
deemer of his glory, aiid which tend 
to demoralize and to destroy the souls 
of men. But the harmless notions 
of those who hold the fundamental 
doctrines of the . gospel, such as the 
divinity and atonement of Christy the 
influence o( the Spirit in r^eneration^ 
the necessity of inward and outward 
holiness, and thi^ eternity, pf future 
rewards and punishments, may, el 
think, be safely let alone. My gra- 
cious Saviour, give me the meek and 
lowly mind which was in thee, 

"May 2(8. — ^I hav§. ^^nt the last 
few days with the truly amiable and 

6 



^wiiB mSn. W., t^ whose w!iv«fra- 
ttoh a»d prttyei* I hare been grtsitly 
Iwrbfited. Mts. W.w ahtdy ofgi^at , 
TOd -deej) expetience • in tiie things of 
^od, B3aA of strict ptirity and integrity 
^ ma%in^« She tdM ine that it is 
her fixed ttkle to rise at fonr o^cIock 
& sumnier, aiid at fire o'clock & win- 
ter; and to d{)end the first hoitr'of 
wcry day in reading the Scriptures, 
meditation, and prayer. As she is t 
Wman bf general health, 1 prestime 
her rtile is not often violated, f am 
fconrinced tihat it would be beneficial 
to both body and sonl if I shonld ac- 
^tiire the habit of early rising, and I 
Afto determined^ to make an efibrt to 
^o so. 

'* The htaband of Mrs. W. fs some- 
what giren to dissipation, which is a 
great source of trouble to her. He 
has b6en re*y niuch intoiticated once 
dtiring tny visit, but seeined alfraid 
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&at I Bhould see him. Drankenness, 
hi iny Jininble opinion, is one of the 
mBanest and most degrading of hu* 
man vices ; it sinks the rational be- 
neath the brutal creation ; and there 
k nothing tcf& little for a mnn to stoop 
to during the maddening influence of 
strong drink. Hence, not to take into 
eonsideratioil the denunciations of 
Heaven against this sin, nor the great 
affliction which it produces in fami^ 
Hes, nor the poverty, the stitfering, and 
the. premature death, which the slave 
of islTong drink brings upon himself, 
ttie siiigle consideration of its degrade * 
ing effects is enough to confirm every 
reflecting person m a course of per- 
severing temperance. It is to me a 
very humiliating consideration, that- 
numbers of my own sex have fallen 
Tinder the dominion of this debasing 
and destniQtive vice. A drunken wo- 
man ! oiily think ^ that ! O tbon, to 
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whom all power belongeth, suffer 1110 
not to fall under the power of any 
sin or passion which would rob me of 
character, and of thy favour ; bixt;let 
my heart be. confirmed in^the. belief 
and love of the truth, and let me be 
always governed by thy law and 
spirit. 

" June 10. — ^I^is has been to me a 
pleasing and delightfuL day, There 
is something in the season of the 
year, and on the face of the earth, 
which fills the movA, with pleasing JQy. 
I could not refrain fron^ repeating 
aloud, a number of times,, the beauti- 
ful lines of Dr. Watts : 

' Sing to Ike Lord, ecialt him high, 
WhQ spreads his clocids around the fiLji 
There he prepares the fruitful rain, 
Nor lets the drops descend in vain. 

He makes the grass the hUls adorn ; 
He clothes the smiling fields with com': 
'The heasts with food his hsCtidfi supply, 
Andth^ young rkveiaB whea tliey cry.^ 
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I went this morning from my closet to 
the house of prayer, and every step I 
took appeared like a step toward pa- 
radise. I entered the house of God 
Mith solemnity, and betook myself to 
the duties of devotion with all my 
heart. I wished to worship the Lord 
in the beauty of holiness. The sim- 
plicity, tenderness, and zeal of the 
preacher; thfe greatness, iJie spirit- 
uality, and the piety of the sermon ; 
and the earnestness, attention, and 
devotion of the people ; all combined 
to elevate my soul, and to give me a 
height of heavenly tapture which I 
never before experienced. O, thou 
blessed Supreme, take all the glory. 
Truly I should prefer being a ' door- 
keeper in the house of God to a resi- 
dence in the sumptuous palaces of 
earthly princes. O my God, satisfy 
The early and constantly with thy 
mercy. 



I 
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< Thy giftsyjilas, cannot suffice^ 

Unless thyself be given ; 
My soul for all thy fulness cries 
For all, in earth and heaven.* 

" June 20. — ^I haveiiad a loBig inter- 
view and much conversation with, |t 
real formal professor of religion. Shto 
strongly maintains, and tries to ptove^ 
that the whole sum of religion con- 
sists in ^ doing no harm, in attending 
religious ordinances, and in relieving, 
the .poor/ These are, I fear, the views 
of a great many professing Christians; 
They are views which were enter- 
tained by the Pharisee, who said, 
^ God, I thank thee that I am not as 
other men are ;' and they are v;Lews 
which I once indulged, when I tried 
to save mjTself ; but I believe I have 
found a more excellent way. My op- 
ponent insisted on my being a fana- 
tic and enthusiast ; but, if t know my 
own heart, I am as far from being^ an. 
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eii&Qaiast as slif can wish QW* I wish 
to possess that religion ^hich is equfJr 

I7 distant from the two e^(trexnes of 

torpid formaUty and passionate ^a- 

ticjsm; and which ioopUes 'respept 

t9 all the cQn^maxuli):^ entSy^ ai^^ * ]^y 

iQ. the .Holy Ghpst/ t aw inlf^r^ct^d: 

bj my Bible, ^nd, I tha^J^, Gro4, by 

my own experience, that piwiB religion 

has ite s^at in thjB heart, and thrift it i^: 

a thing T^hich C2j?> hef^, St PajoL 

tells us, that 'the Ipngdom of Qod,* 

or trne reli^oii, 'is ^ot n^§a|;p, ^n^^ 

drinks, h^t righteousneiss, and p^ape^ 

and joy in the JEIoly. Ghost ;' tha/^ ' th^. 

love of God is i^ecL abroad in fimr 

hc^arts hy the I|o|y Qhc^t giye^ tq 

u$i ;' and that ' the Spirit itself heay^fl^. 

witness with our spirits th^^t we are 

thfs clHldr^n flf God.' Biit, vfeereyer 

ib^ upward priipiciple i^ enjpyed, it 

will be mai^ife|(te4 by pur^ Ihoughtci, 

(3iii^^iaiaiien»p^t ^4:hQ|j^ bflh?w4p^ 
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" I tremble when I think of the 
thousands, and, perhaps, tens of thou- 
sands, who are deceiving^ themselves 
respectmg the nature of religion ; and 
it is to be feared that many of these 
will go into eternity without discover- 
ing their error. The self-righteous 
will continue to suppose, that because 
they are just in their dealings, strict 
in their attendance on pubhc and pri- 
vate duties of religion, and benevolent 
to the poor, they * will surely get 
to heavpn. O that I had a voice 
which could reach them. I would 
give the alarm. I would say to aH, 
*Be not deceived!^ *Man is in 
darkness, and must be enlightened ; 
he is guilty, and must be forgiven ; he 
is polluted, and must be sanctified ; he 
is the slave of sin, and must be made 
free ; he is wretched, and must be 
made happy. Such are the figures 
by which the Scriptures describe a 
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los clsmge aod state ; i^ ean 
a&j man of common sense experience 
such a change, such a transition^ 
wHiioat fedmg it and knowii^ it ? 

^ What we have felt and seen, . 

With confidence we tell ; 
And public to the sons of men 

The signs infallible/ 

" June 25. — ^This morning my feel* 
ings were deeply wounded by the aw- 
fnl information that Miss L. had com- 
mitted suicide ! For some days past 
a very s^king change had been ob- 
served in her appearance, her ges- 
tures, and her conversation ; but her 
dreadfal eifed was by no means ap- 
prehended. She was a young lady 
(rf good sense, polite education, and 
pleasing manners, and has been 
looked upon as a pattern of piety to 
her sex. Had her death been natu- 
ral, it would have been OAUse of deep 
afflicticm^ to her itefartsres, and her nu- 
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uer in which ahe has left them mask 
greatly augment their serrow. No< 
doubt can be entertained that she has 
fallen a victim to dtsappoirUed love ! 
She had long honoured a young man 
(if he may be called a man) with a 
confidence of which he has proved 
himself unworthy. He had promised, 
aQd vowed, a matrimonial unicm with 
Miss L.^ which he has broken, by a^ 

marriage with a Mi^ D., of H r. 

It was information of this infidelity 
which cast a cloud of gloom •oirer 
her mind, and brought on a melan* 
choly which has thus lamentably 
ended. With truth we may adopt 
tbe language of one of our owm. 
rustic mountain poets, who says, 

' The faith of man, inconstant as il^e air,' 
Ezclaim*d the lovely, but distracted fair : 
She spoke, then sunk into the shades of nig^t, 
Ii9plpijflg»B«»Y«ii^ to sol her. wroagaioxigliiu? 



BetptetiBg the future deskm j of Mkm, 
L. it becomes me to express no opi- 
nion. Bnt^ stfll, she has taken a 
d0abtfel\niethod of leaving the world. 
It is, emphatically, * a leap in the 
dark J If the \mhappy jsnibject who 
committed suicide be insane, we may 
snppose he is not accountable for the 
deed ; but if he be in possession of his 
mental powers, there is no hope in: 
his death. 'No murderer hath eter- 
nal life abiding in him.' Suicide, I 
believe, may generally be traced to 
&a]^>^tment, pnde, or revenge. 
Irecc^ect only three instances of 
soieide mentioned in Scripture, and 
they are those of Saul, king of Israel, 
Ahithophel, Itaivid's coun^Upr, and 
Judas, who betrayed our blessed Lord. 
And who would wish to share the fate 
of these men? It certainly is most 
wise and safe to ' wuit all the days 
of our appointed time, until our 
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change coir^.' My Rock, and mjr 
Protector, suffer me not to fall under 
the power of a temptation to take 
away my own life; but help me to 
bear up under the ills and sufferings 
of this life with Christian confidence 
and fortitude. Amen. 

" I make it a matter of duty to rise 
earlier on the morning of the Lord's 
day than on any other. And I won- 
der how persons who believe the Bi- 
ble can spend fhe morning of this 
sacred day in taking an hour or two 
of extra sleep. And I am astonished 
still more at the conduct of those who 
do this, and at the same time profess 
to fear andlove God ! To take extra 
sleep on the morning of this day ap- 
pears to me like an attempt toTob 
God ! Every true Christian, I think, 
ought to make the Lord's^ day the 
longest of the seven. 

*^ This is a beautiful morning ; the 
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tky is unolouded, the atmosphere is 
clear, the air is pure and cool, and the 
son, the glorious emblem of my more 
gloiious Saviour, is rising in ma^estj 
and strength ! The . sweet, sweet 
l»rds seem to be more jojful, and to 
sing clearer than usual on this de- 
lightful morning. For an hour or 
more the cheerful lark has been on 
the wing, carolling to the rising king 
of day ; and for nearly the same length 
of time the thrush, the blackbird, the 
linnet, and the finch, have been pour^ 
ing forth their joyous strains. Be- 
sides, how refreshing and invigorating 
is this morning breeze. O, ye sleep- 
ers, what a loss do you sustain I 

** Yes, and it is pleasing to look on 
the trees of the woods^ waving in their 
fresh and rich foliage ; to Usten to the 
monotony of the purling rills and 
tumbling brooks ; to . see l^e smiUng 
fields clothed in green, and beautified 
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vith flowers ; and to watch the hei?dbi 
and flocks as they feed on the luxn- 
riant and dewy grass. But to me 
there is something still niore pleasing 
than all these; it is Hhe sabbath 
morning prayer meeting. ' Before Ae . 
hour of fiTe, A. M., I see a congrega- 
tion of from thirty to fifty, waiting for 
the clock to starike the appoinl^ 
hour; all ready, with heart and 
tongue, to give ^ Ihanka to Him who 
has brought them to the beginning of 
another holy day.' O, I love to be 
there ! I love to look on the compa- 
ny ' of devout worshippers, as they 
wait with almost breathless silence, 
and in mental prayer, for the hour of 
five ; and then I lore to unite my voice 
with theirs in the opening song. 

*^ These meetings are, indeed, times 
bf fefredhing from the presence 6f ^m' 
Lord ; and by this early blessing ih^\ 
wordiippers become prepared for 



iooFe px&Hie services of the sanotaarj. 
While I have life-ai^d health, I hope 
jaever to be absent from ' the sabbi^h 
iMonhfing prayer meeting.' 

''The children of the sabbafh school 
ore much on my mind ; and I feel a 
strong desire to foe made the uMtru- 
n^nt of good to them. I have been 
htbouring for some time to alvaken 
the minds of Ihe class under my care ; 
bttt as yet I See but little fruit. I find 
^at I have the greatest success when 
t speak to 1%em individually and 
ilone. I am resolved to labour more 
tban ev^ for the benefit of liiese 
children, many of whom are almost as 
ignorant as the Hottentots. What a 
]>it;f th^t {iarents should neglect to in- 
struct theh* little ones in the first prin- 
^ples of revealed religion. The good 
old plractice of teaching children the 
Apostles' Creed and (fee T«n Com- 
mandments is now, in many families. 
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whofly laid aside. If it were oolt for 
sabbath schools, it is to be feared that 
a large majority of the children ia this 
Christian country would grow up as 
ignorant of God, and the gospel, as 
if they were reared in pag^A lands ! 
Tke^a i» no reading of the Scriptures^ 
no conversation on religion, and no 
prayer, in most families. But there 
is much to brutalizay and to render 
children superstitious and wicked! 
O, how will parents sismwer to God 
f<»: the neglect of their childr^a ! If 
I had the voice of a farumpet, and the 
gifts of some X know, I would sound 
an alarm, and would try to excite an 
interest on this subject, through the 
length and breadth of our land. But, 
alas ! I am,, myself only a child ! My 
God, thou seest that I am willing to 
do what I can. O, teach thou me, 
that I. may be able to teach the few 



neglectBd i^ie» eommiftetf ' . (d my 



care.** 



It appears,- from tbe above/ tihat 
Grace King waS; at this lima, em* 
ployed as a sabbath school teacher, 
I find) among her papem, some at- 
tempts at yersification ; ai)d, though I 
9m not fond of the practioe of exhi- 
biting the effosilms of ^Idfaood, yet 
I judge it proper to- place before my 
readers a speciBieii or two. 
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*^ To tbeot die Goi of lave, 
I lift ' my tfenbliii g hmA ; 
Aad wait tky saving power to pfore^ 
And feel how good thpa art. 

Tkni 8€i09C my wretdbiediiessr-* 
My sitift are known to thee : 

And I am total .helplessness — 
There b no strength in me. 

Thou act my only tru6i— 
My only belper tbon ; * 



pitjr, Loid, thy w«tU«M dvit. 

And save tbe sinner now! 

Idy tnist is in tlw blood 
Of Jesos Christ my Lord ; 

He is my only Saviour Crod — 
I hang npon his word. 

My -soul is on thee stay'd ; 
Thou wilt my guitt forgive: 

1 see my mns on Jesus laid. 

And hear Ib^e bid me Iwe /" 



 LINES 

WKiritu Draoia.A thuiider stokx. 

** Behold, the snn hhst glory sbrouda-— 
The howling winds arise ; 
And God appeaia, in sable donda,* 
With tempest in the rid^ t ^ 

While vivid lightnings play around 
The towering ' cloud-capp'd hills/ 

And deep-toned thunder shakes the ground. 
Strange awe my spirit fills ! 

Say, is it blind and erring chance 

Originates this scene ? 
No ! His the God of providence ; 

And here his power is seen. 
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And He whonilei die su^in, can ^«re 

The snppliam at his foet; 
Be still, thy heart, nor dare de«[Mir ; 

Thy God does what is meet 

The lambent flies which round ^le play 

Have not ^ power to harm ; 
I look to God, and, trusting, say, 

Sufficient is thine arm. 

That thunder is my Father's roice— 
He speaks from heaven agtun^ 

And says, * O man, make God thy ciloioe !' 
My heart replies, Amen /" 

** I had, this day, the high aatisfac* 
tio& of hearing that pious, laborious, 
and successful preacher, Mr. William 
BiamweH The seriousness, the earu** 
estQess, and the unction with which 
he prays and preaches, are really pe- 
cuhar to himself He appears to take 
hold 4)f the sinner with an iron grasp, 
determined not to release him, or let 
him go, until he exclaim. 
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* N«y, but I yield, I yieU, 
I can hold oiit no more ; 
I sink^ by love compell'd. 
And own tkee conqnetor.* 

He preaehed from Acts xxri^ 98 : 
' Almost thou pemusd^st me to be a 
Christian/ After an inttoductioii,' by 
a reference to the context, he pro- 
ceeded to show, 1, ' What is implied 
in being a Christian.' ''Hme/' he 
observed, "is a point -on whieh tiiou- 
sands are deceiving themselves. To 
be a real Christian, (and such only 
can be saved,) implies, 1, A clear ap- 
prehension and a hterty belief of the* 
doctrines of Christianity, and of tibios^ 
in particular which respect the Sa<» 
viour and his work. This belief wiii 
produce repentance dnd faith. 2^ A 
personal saving interest jfi Christ ;f: 
pardon and adoption into tiiie famil 
of God> by Jesus Christ. 3, A pa 
ticipation of the pure mind which wai 



ik CkiHsft ; hjilm we teMmble Jesm, 
aiul 3,w fitted for Jus service, coaupa^ 
liion with him, &c. 4, An ioiitat^cni 
of &e hoky exajsiple of Chriai * H^ 
th»t saiili he ahkleth in him, ought 
lumsaif to walk even as Chnie>t 
walked.' 5, A sfflcere, uniremal, $iid 
0osMtafift eoniovmiij to the precepts 
of Christ. ' Ye are^ my friejoids, if ye 
do whateoeyer I command you.' 

" \ II. What the ai;gumei^td are which 
are calculated to persuade men to be- 
come Ghr^tians.' ThesfO he drew, 
1, From the divine origin and autho- 
tity of Scripture. * AH Scfipture is 
giwobyinspimitionirf'God.' 3, From 
the commiseration ci our relation to 
God, mul of our consequent obliga*- 
tions to him. ..He isr our Creator, {^e* 
B^rrar,^ Redeemer, and Judge. 9, 
FiToin the experience of Christiiin^^ 
^hat they say, and fixe snanneji^ v^ 
iflrich iSm^j Utc; Saul re]#|ed hi» 
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experience to Agrippa b^sfore he ex- 
claimed, ' Almost thou persuadest me 
to be a Christian.' 4, From the ad- 
vantages flowing from onr being* 
Christians. All true Christians are 
happy, safe, heirs of God, honourable, 
and bound for heayen. 

"* III. What is the state of the mihd 
of those who, like Agrippa, are idmost 
persuaded.^ The king saw the pro- 
priety and necessity of his being a 
Christian; but there was sometidngf 
which he did not feel willing to giv^ 
up for Christ. There are thousandil 
in the same condition. They cannot 
consent to confess Christ before «6b, 
to give up the worid, its pleasures, 
&c. ; to renounce their own fanded 
righteotliness ; to unite with the 
diurch, because there are so many, 
hypocrites in it ; and to be religious 
noWf because they hope to live and 
see a more convenient time. Such 
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iB4k» skeleton of Mr. Bramwefl'ssM- 
n^oa ; but then the flesh with which 
it wa» elo(^ed, and &e life by whioh. 
it Btood erect, and went forth, to i|lay 
aBd heal, are all wanting. O my Sa- 
Tkmr, I thaok &$e |br having made 
Hie a Christiaii^ I feel^ indeed, that I 
ant aoi all I nugbibe, nor alii should 
be ; but I rejoio9 in the Qovyictioa thiMb 
I am tfame. O, impart to use mora 
20^, more of <thy pure and perfect 
mmd ; and so write tfejr law upon the 
fleehly table of my hWtt that I may 
sbo/wto the weirldfdy giradiKMs and ho- 
novrable. relaltion with the^ ; « '|oint 
heir <w^ Chidst' 

^/;Wbat do yo' n^ore thau-ol^ral! 
l%iede.word0, which I niidt i^^th in ^ 
eooise of tny teadii^ this morniAg; 
ios^^^ea^ed me^greatly^ wd eiccijted nie 
te a ooijp»e of atiiat wlf^xai3iiiia|;«0aDb.> 
I see tha^ as the isefriHits <^ ^Cl^t,, 
we have rxmcji work befofie u«^ which 



we ii&aaot'iie^ei^t daad be g43^#Mt: 
We Atffi* 6xere»e the utmoirt i^- 
toA<$e^ aindi piit fbrth 4be itfest ti^iMul 
effi^iti, if we woiiM eave our e^<»rill 
s^tAs. ' We leroet dil]geli% ^ttif# 

c^ etir bretlifieB> 8eii4 reiftder tliein cMK 
befiil iMM^et^ee, if wi» mmld^d&^sAtfg^ 

4tkt 4&ty «d ^em. We i&itei; lodfe 

WHb sdribBsnes^ iiitd the e6ildl^ii^ 
ef Hie rsktkmvmVidy atid insCirtM, re^ 
pavBf ^h^li «^ w»ftr <faetf , if i«« 
weuld^ b^ Ibiiiid nAe^r of theh" btood ; 
Mt^ mmt i^h6W Ibr4be ^ddd 6f tke 

waj of sabbafh*schoeI jnstlriietkiii, if- 
w^ wottM Act b^'ibi!iiKi ehlai^able 
«4iih ne^tedtii^' iM lambe (# «be 
iiMk ; ^1^ wilst pt^ &f the bl^^ilAig 

4ii^ti«^6, Slid mtisit ^BtfibM^ ef 6«jF 
su&Mahc& for their suf^pkME^^ if %e 
vrmhSi Am Ml ihto tbie e<^aefin6iitibii 



€f thfi wicfco^y aiiB, in ft vsoid, wo 
most disliii^gBiah otunB^Tes by puzity 
of flpint) % lK)fy oooventtion, radby 
re0titi]4e of iile ; askd. ve must be 
fii^biiil mtfo deatb if we woidd be«r 
tbe Judge say, ' Well done^ goad and 
£uthful actsfaots.' 

'^ Now, iu^Tiew of all dieae Ohiis^ 
tii«n dafiias, ^ ny nol;hmg of tfaoae 
WJhidb. di^cdkvB on ua as mendieis and 
heada ^ farailieay nor of those which 
are iBGombeitk on ns aa mentis of 
etvil sQcaetfy who oan hear ilie Mas^ 
ter aak^ 'What do ya moid than 
dthfiriB ? atid ^ssA feel hiinlielf i^roved ? 
Wlw hlu» Acus abqfitoded in the work 
dftibeLdid? Wha haa thtis a jEeelled 
id.liboiii, m itamxfices^ ior suflferings, 
aiid ih eoiitiibixkbnB; £r»r the eaane- 

'<' Wb^d^B^dtetuig oaa tiii qliealioii,' 
' What do ye ^mac e dian otbejcs ?' I 
Ihought, |>^faa{>S'tkieito Areimaike pro^ 
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fessLng faiih in the blo.od of tbe Sar- 
vieur, and lore tolds name, who have 
done nothing in the way of contatibu- 
tions for the canse of God and the 
poor ; who never oifisred even a prayer 
fox them ; and who have done notibing 
in the ^ay of personal exettioiL Aiid 
perhaps there are others who have 
dime as little as possible, and msdn- 
tain Ibeir repotstion and standing ; 
they have suffered themselves to be 
excelled by tbose who confiBMedly 
never felt the p6wer of religion. ]>» 
such Christians expect to be found 
blameless at the cbmii^'af the Lrad, 
oar judge ? Do they expeet-to htAi 
him say, * .Ve have been fidthful V 
If they do, how^readfid will be Ifaeir 
dieappointment ! He will certainlgr 
say, 'I was hungry, and 'ye gave me 
no meat ; I was (bursty, and ye gave 
me :no drink ; I was a strange^*, and 
ye todk me not in; nake^y and jne 
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clothed me not; sick, and in prison/ 
and ye visited me not' And then 
shall he say unto them, ' I never knew 
you ; depart from me, ye wicked and 
slothful servants!* O my Saviour, 
have mercy upon me, and harness me 
for the battle, and strengthen me for 
the race. And, O grant that I may 
so live, that I may at last say, * I have 
fought a good fight, I have finished 
my course, T hav6 kept the faith.'^ 
Amen. 

^^The goodness of God to man is an 
inexhaustible subject of meditation ; 
its matchless greatness, and nume- 
rous developments, are themes calcu- 
lated to excite our highest wonddr, 
and, to call forth our most exalted 
prsdse. "What, but love, moved the 
Deity to give us existence, and to 
endow us with capacities for enjoy- 
ment ? What special goddness is ma-^ 
nifested to man in the superior facul- 
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ties wfai^ 1^ Creator bacT giveii faim^ 
and wl^eh are clearly seen ^h^n we 
oompare Jma with otiinax creatures of 
0od ? Tlie pbysioal powers aiid \m- 
erring jiiistiQ^t oif brates are cpnifesi^ 
edly wp^derful ; but their glory is to- 
tally eclipsed wheoi contrasted with, 
the ijafBUeotfual powers and moral far- 
culties of man* In animals we see 
incontf 9talde evidence of the wisdoot 
and <:iontriva(nce of Him who ngia^^e 
them ; but man gives us evidence that 
he i$ posses$ed <tf an independent 
Tcmd ; there are wisdom and con- 
struotive faculties in himself The 
aiumal, Uke the moon, shines with 
lK»r]Wi7ed rays > but man is as the 3un, 
which goes forth m h)s own strehglfa^- 
and mani^ts his own inh^istitglory.. 
Truly I mauais 'fearfully ^nd woi^der- 
fully made !' How greajt the goodm^s 
whi^h miade him ^uch ! 

'' The g<K3idjQes» of God to man ia 



t^i in the dmpl6 and vMied provi-> 
fiioa which ia made for his eetjojrment; 
The fxififditoctioii for food w^ which 
Gkxi has endowed the hrut^ crealioai 
kgreatly citCiunscfribed ; abnost erery 
Older is rartricted to its owa distmct-; 
176 quality akid kind; hixt man is so 
constituted that he is capable of taking 
an alinost m&mis vfanety. He takes 
his food firom the earth, the air. and 
the- waterl^. Ho feeds (h|. the seedsi 
the herbs, and the roots pf the earth ; 
he fiNkSts on^e flesh of the variousi 
animals ; he eats die wi9ged^owls^ 
and feathered songsters of tibie air ; 
f and he is suatoined bj the flesh of t^ 
i^rtive tammts c^ the walem. Scl 
gtis&ty ample, and diversified are thei 
means of gri^ttific^tion and support 
psrovided bj d^e goodness of God fop 
man. " 

" Again, the forest suid the quarry 
famish man ^ith materials for th^^ 
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construction of habitations, in which 
he may protect himideif from tiie inju-^ 
rious eflfects of climate, of tempest, 
of the cold of winter, and of the heat 
of summer. The animal and T^geta^ 
ble worlds yield him materials for the 
fabricsbon of clothmg to coyer his 
nakedness, and to protect and adorn 
his person.. And the crieatures of 
God, by which man i9 surrounded, 
3deld hkh, as a tribute,^ the benefits of 
their strength, ^ their speed, their 
senses, and their instincts. In a 
word, every oreatture of God is made 
to minister to the wants, the indul-* 
gence, and the happmess of man. O 
how infinite is the goodness of God to 
man ! ' O that men would praise the 
Lord for his goodness, and for his 
wonderful works to liie children of 
men!' Bless the Lord, O my soul. 

^* But the strongest evidence of the 
goodness of God to man is seen in the 
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ff^ of his Son to be a propitiation for 
the sins of the world. The first an- 
nouncement of this, grace seems to 
have arrested the attention of angebi 
and to have filled all heaven with 
adoring wonder ! The incarnation 
and ' snffmngs of Christy and &e 
glory which follows/ are ' things mto 
which ai^ek desire to look.' Hence 
the deep mteriMt which thej took at 
the tioafe of his advent, when they 
came to earth, and sung, 'Gl<^ to 
God in the highest !' &c. Hence their 
ministrations to oat lK>rd after his 
temptation in thie .wilderness, and 
dumg his agcmy in the garden ; and 
hence their appearance at tiie time of 
his resn^ectioiv awl on the day of his 
ascension. Redemption made a dia- 
closure of divine goodness to which 
angels Imd previously be^n strjemgeis ! 
And we may say of it,— 



119 GJI4C9 nmp^* 

< '1^ mecey all, M ^«rth ftflor?* . 
And aagel miads inquire no more !' 

^' When (mr Lord wduld expreoriiitf 
views of the freoSLfms of tile dkifui 
gocrdness maniifested in the redemp 
tion of man he sd^ni^ to hai^e iabdnred 
fbt \lebrds ; hence he say», ' God m 
loved the world * &c. The woitl %S9 
is emphatic. Grod ^^ loved the world, 
that the greatness of his love can b« 
estimated o»fy by considering: thiii 
woHMessness, of its object, and the 
greainess of tis^ gift. The dlject of 
his love & the Whole world of depravec^ 
goflty, miserable, hell-deserving, and 
helpleiss sinners; and the gift with 
which he |)a)rted for their deUveranoe 
is his Son, his orvn Son, and his oo^ 
begotten Son. No woiider that Ae 
manifestatbn of such goodness filled 
all heaven's inhabitants iwilb aatb^ 
nishment and prai)»e ! Tlie only woilr 
der is, that it does not more generally 
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hsedik down the pride and enmitjr of 
the human heart. O, my cold heart, 
why art thou not more sensibly moved 
and affected by this manifestlSLtioii of 
the goodness of God to man? And 
why art thou not immoveable Jized on 
Kbxi who jSrst lomd theel 

'^ We had a searching discourse this 
morning from the words, ' The back- 
shder in heart shall be filled with his 
own ways.' The preacher observed, 
ia substance, ' This declaration of the 
Spirit is calculated to awaken the at- 
tention of every professed Christian ; 
tf} excite him to prayerful inquiry, and 
to m6ve him to self-examination. That 
it is possible to backslide is evident 
from the Scriptures ; and seeing this 
is possible, it is important that Chris- 
tians should be well acquainted with 
its symptoms, in order that they may 
be able to judge correctly of their own 
condition. What professed expectant 

a 
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'Cf eternal life does not fear, in bis own 
case, the fulfilment of the alarming 
declaratioti in the text ? If this lan- 
'guage have not the effect to excite our 
solicitode, our ca^e is already truly 
wretched, if not hopeless. May the 
Spirit of trulSi assist tis while we in- 
quire in what this state of religious 
declension consists. 

" * That many who relinquish tlie 
profes^on of religion do no more than 
backslide from a mere profession may 
be safely admitted. They n^ver had 
the root of the matter in them, and, 
therefore, it is no cause of astonish- 
ment that, in the time of temptation, 
they have fallen away. But even 
this kind of backsliding is lamentable. 
It is to be wished that even formal 
professors should no^ backslide, bxit 
that they should hold on Hieir way, 
until they are made the subjects of 
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fte power as well as of the form of 
godUness. 

'*' Observation teaches us, that 
many who backslide in heart do 
also backslide in life ; they not only 
lose the spiiit and power of religion, 
bnt they ^' torn, like the dog, to his 
vomit again, and, like the sow that 
was Washed, to her wallowing in the 
mire." They quit the society of tiie 
good, they mingle again with the un- 
believing, and they literally '*tum from 
the holy commandment." Such back- 
sliders are objects of pity ; they ought 
to be remembered in our prayers, and 
all good men ought to labour for then- 
recovery. May the good Shepherd 
have mercy on these wanderers from 
his flock. 

" * The backslider in heart is distin- 
^shable from the persons just men- 
tioned ; for he still retains a profession 
and a standing in the church. You 
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may see him in the sanctuary ; the 
church still receives his contributions, 
and perhaps he still continues to fill 
some office in the church of God. 
Indeed, he is still so moral that pro- 
bably his brethren do not suspect the 
state of his heart, and perhaps he is 
not himself aware 6f his apostacy 
from God. He knows, indeed, that 
he is not so zealous, nor so much en- 
gaged, as formerly, but he does not 
perceive that he has " quenched the 
Spirit" Now, if this be a correct 
view of the case of "^;he backslider 
in heart," it will be proper to notice 
a few of the symptoms by which this 
state of religious declension is indi- 
cated, in order that we may be able 
to know whether it be our condition. 
That man is a backsUder in heart who 
once loved Godj but (1,) Who is now- 
negligent in attending the means of 
grace, or who attends them more frono. 
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custom, or conscience, than from love. 
Whenever our love to the means of 
grace declines, m^ny of them will be 
neglected ; especially those which do 
not fall under the notice of our fellow- 
men ; such as reading the Bible ^nd 
secret prayer. (2,) l^e backslider in 
heart feels deep and perplexing soli- 
citude about the world, and the things 
of time. While his heart was right, 
he was anxiously careful for nothing; 
but in every thing, by prayer and 
supplication, made his requests known 
to God. (3,) He is a backslider in 
heart who no longer finds delight in 
spiritual and religious conversation, 
or meditation ; for while he Was alive 
to God, he said, " Come, all ye that 
fear God, and I will tell you what he 
hath done for my soul ;" and his 
" conversation was in heaven." (4,) He 
is a backslider in heart who labours 
under great coldness and wanderings 
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of heart in lus private devoti^iu, ; imd 
especially if he can neglect his devor 
tions for trivial cabases ; for when his 
hesurt was full of loye to 6oc( he loved 
to commnne with hioL (5,) He is a 
bapkslider in Heart who larifles with 
temptations ; or who is not afraid of 
throwing himself in th^ way of tempt- 
ations ; for while his conscience wai^ 
tender, he *' resisted the devil," and 
prayed not to be ^4ed into teiqpta*- 
tion." (6,) He is a backslider in hearl; 
who feels indifft^ent about the cause 
of God and the salvation of souls ; 
for while he was pure in heart he 
loved Zion, and sought to save the 
lost. (7,) He is a bacl^slider inh^art 
who is a baokbiter, a whisperer, and 
an evil speaker ; for while he loved 
God and his brethren, he could not 
allow hiav$alf to practise these thinga 
" 'In order to move us to self-exa- 
mination, or, if we know that we «^ 
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lyaokslidden, to move us to repentance^ 
let us recollect the awful decJai:ation 
ol the teict ; ^' The backslider in heart 
shall be jUled mth Us own ways.^* 
These are terrible words ! they imply 
that he shall feel the full and eternal 
effects of his unfaithfulness to God 
«cep. h. i.p«t I H, shaU lo« fl.e 

peace and favour of God ; he ^haU be; 
of no use in the church ; he «hall fall 
by little and Utde, until he "'forged 
that h6 was purged from his old sins.'' 
He shall be forsaken of God : he shall 
feel no longer the sfriving^ of the Spt 
rit^ and he shall die, ii^ his solicitation 

j^qm God, and, Uke ^udas^ 'V? l^ ^^ 
onm. helW. Thus shall '.'the back- 
ffUder in heart be filled with his own 
ways." ' 

'* The PiOwer of God ^tended this 
«n»oa; «>,« ^ b>M, . .h^ 
a9^ong prof^^K£fed phri^tians. my 
God, save m^ from tb^fi states a^ th^ 
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dreadful fi^te of the backsKder ; and to 
tixis end 

' Take my poor heart, and let it be 
For ever closed to all but thee ; 
Seal tiiiott mj breast, and let me weaar 
The j^edge of love for ever there.' 

"I have just finished reading a 
pamphlet * On the Knowledge of ' 
God ;' in which the writer adyocates 
the opinion, that * God restrained his 
knowledge, did not foresee every 
future event, ' because he did not 
choose to foresee.' If the author be 
of the number of our modem * phi- 
lanthropists,' I am surprised at his 
extreme ignorance of the Scripture 
doctrine of the divine nature; for he 
professes to support his notions by an 
appeal to the Bible ! 

" The author contends earnestly for 
the free moral agency of man ; but 
contends, that ' the actions of man 
cannot be free if they were fore- ; 
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ieen of God ; because they cannot be 
otherwise than as God, from he be* 
ginning, foresaw them/ &c. Now it 
appears to me, that onr whole duty 
in this matter consists in receiring the 
plain and simple declarations of Scrip- 
ture ; and nothing can be clearer from 
Scrq>ture than that God ' knows the 
end from the beginning;' and that 
man is a free moral agents and is as 
much accotmtable for his actions as 
if God did 7U)i foreknow them. 

"Itdoes appear to me^ that God, 
who is infinitely wise, must foreknow 
the future destiny of man, whether 
of happiness, or miseiy, as certainly 
as if he had decreed it from all eter- 
nity ; thoiigh his foreknowledge has 
no more influence over the erent than 
if he had not foreknown it. The des- 
tiny of man results from the use or 
abuse of his moral agency, and not 
from God's foreknowledge. God sees 
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th/e future as he seea the present and 
the past, because his Jcnowledge is in* 
finite. God cannot see the future 
destiny of his free moral agents^ to be 
different from vrh^X it will be ; though^ 
at the same time, he sees that it might 
have been different, had his free moral 
agents conducted themselves differ* 
ently. These seem to me to be Sc^p- 
tural principles;^ and ike quesjtion, 
' how the free mora} agency of man 
can be consistent with the ^rtain 
foreknowledge of God/ is a subject 
that does not conoeim me. Shall the 
glory of God be frustrated by his fo?^ 
bearing to create man a ^ee moral 
D^ent, and establishing ^ moral go- 
vernment over him, simply because 
finite creatures carmot see how to re- 
concile his perfect and certsiin know- 
ledge of Aiture events with the facts 
of man's free mwal agency and ac- 
countalnlity ? On this: ground we 
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might object to the Deity poasessing 
any of the natural attributes which 
the Scriptures ascribe to him! For 
which of the divine attributes is it 
tbat man can comprehend? Who 
can comprehend God's etetnity, or his 
onmipresence ? How can we com- 
prehend a Being that is unoiigmated, 
or ar prraence which has no limits ? 

'^ These questions, and all others 
which aim at what Qod is, or what 
he can know, or what he can do, sa* 
vour of irreverence, if not of impiety. 
The plain and simple duty of man is, 
to receive with impUctt faith all that 
God has revealed ; and he has told us 
that he ^ Imows the end from the be- 
gizming,' and that he 'will have all 
meii to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth' O thou 
who dwellest in %htunapproadiable» 
give me grace to know and do thy 
wfli 
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" I had the misfortune this day to 
be in company in which^ I was under 
the necessity of hearing the illiberal 
criticisms, and the vague and unsus- 
tained notions, of a professed free- 
thinker. But I thank my God Hiat 
this man's ponversation had no unfa* 
vourable effect on my mind ; on the 
contrary, it served to confirm me in 
the love of revealed truths ~ His con- 
versation was spri^tiy, and his ima- 
gination firuitful ; but he evidently la- 
boured under great embarrassment in 
stating and defending his variou^ and 
unscriptural hypo^eses. Indeed, it 
WQ» evident to all that he was lost in 
the delusive labyrinth of errcar. He 
said a great deal about the indestruo 
tihilitt/ and eternity of matter ; and he 
boldly inferred the latter from the 
former ; which, he said, * is incontes- 
tably established by experiments.' 
For my part, I can very easily per^ 
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ceive how the Power to which there 
is no limit can give existence to that 
which had no previous existence ; and 
how the same power can render eter- 
nal or indestrucHNe that which it has 
created. Hence, the indestructihiUty 
ofmatt&r, supposing it to be true, lays 
me under no necessity of rejecting the 
account w;hich Moses has given of 
the creation of the universe. 

'^ This philosopher told us that 
three questions had long been the 
subjects of his meditations ; and he 
had at last become convinced that no 
ear^y being is able to answer them. 
' These thre^ questions/ said he, * are, 
From whence did I originate ? Why 
9xdl I here ? aiil, Whither am I bound V 
These are, indeed, great and momen- 
tous queistions ; but he who believes 
the Bible, and who is acquainted with 
its doctrines, can be at no loss, to an- 
swer them. To these questions every 
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enlightened Christiatl will reply, *I 
am indebted for my origin to the will, 
the power, the wisdom, and the good- 
neiss of Jehoya^ ; I am here for a short 
tuotie to form a character for another 
state of existence ; and I am botmd 
for an eternal state of the highest 
happiness, or the deepest wo! I 
thank the Fountain of light and truth 
that he has not left me to grope in the 
dark on these aU^absorhing questions. 
Truly the philosophy which converts 
such plain questions into profound 
and inexplicable mysteries, is, em- 
phatically, a 'false philosophy/ O, 
my God, I thank thee for the Holy 
Scriptures ; I find them to be the only 
sure guide to which I shall do well 
to take heed. 

" This morning I read, in comnsd, 
the fourteenth chapter of St. John's 
gospel, and was greatly edified and 
blessed while reading it. In the thir- 



teeirth chapter our Lord bud an* 
notmced to his apostles the painM 
fact that he was shortly ' to go aWay- 
and leave them.' This intelligence 
filled their hearts with sorrow. Th^ 
apostles had now been his compa*- 
fiions and confidential friends for 
abotft three years. They had been 
chosen by him from the company of 
his disciples, they had been endowed 
witb special gifts, they had been sent 
on honourable and successful mis- 
sidns/ and they liad now become 
greatly raised in their expectations of 
future distinction. Besides, three 
years' intimacy With the Lord Jestis 
had inspired them with strong dtffec- 
tion for him. 

"Under these circumstances a.nd 
feelings, they now hear him say, 
* Little children, yet a Ktth tvkiie I am 
with you : but I go, and whither I go 
ye cannot now follow me.' Is it to 
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be w'ondered at that this auBounce- 
ment troubled them, and filled them 
with afflicting fears t To lose their 
greatest, their best, their only friend ; 
Him for who^e sake they had for- 
saken all; for whose sake they had 
become the objects of universal scorn 
and persecution ; him on whom they 
placed all their present and future 
hopes. This, indeed, was no ordinary 
loss. No wonder sonrow and fear 
filled their hearts: 

"But observe how quickly their 
divine Master proceeded to minister 
to Ihem the needful consolation. For-* 
getting himself, losing sight of the ig- 
nominy, the pain, and the cruel death 
which were then before him, he said 
to his sorrowing apostles, ^Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid,' verse 27. How kind, 
how sustaining, and how consoling 
arc these words. He adds, * Ye be- 
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[ Sbve m Ood, believe also m fne/ 

That is, ye kuow me ; you have had 

ample proof of the dirinity of my mi»- 

aion; you know tiiat tibtere is ^no 

guile in my lips.'. I never deceived 

yau^ therefore believe me now. 'I 

go, M I said to you, but I go-to my 

Father, and, ycmr Father. In his houcfjS 

there ape mBny mwmioiM* There is 

room for all And ' I go. to prepare n 

(diace for ym.^ .JH^ving done tiiis, 

' I will come agaiii, and I will receive 

you to myself ; for where I am, then 

you shall be also.' This kind and 

g^cious assurance was surely suffir 

cient t0 allay the fears, and to heal 

the bleeding hearts of the trembling 

apostles. But, such is. the tenderness 

and friendship of J^us, he adds, ' If 

it were not so, I would have told you.* 

Yes, thou divine and faithful witness^ 

we believe thee ; for,: if there were no 

heaven for us, thou wovMst heme told 

9 
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w^/ We will i^ly upon thy Word; 
iinr we are wire tbeu wflt do all thou 
imrt ptbisfeed. ^ When thon haStj^r^ 
j»fl^r^ t^e^a(^e fbrtiB thoH wiltcomie 
i^gttm, ai^t wilt ^Wceme w td thyself t - 

" O, iny lidaifuland treraMmg i^ul, 
hekt wlwifr thy SaVioUi* saJfti. Thert 
«re ^mtfli^ rmmums m his Father'^ 
fcofUte ; 'andlf it werci hot sid, he f^euid 
kme uM iheef Thy Redeemer i» 
now m the Ftt&er's hotra^.^/^m^ il$^ 
a matiaion for Ifcitf / He will si06n 
eotee, amdi take thee up t& himself ; 
attd diotrisfaalt hold ^fiMess communion 
with Mm! Believe his word; thott 
i^ait isoott' see him, and he like him ; 
fat tboii £^halt 'see him as he m.' 
^ Glory, gl»rjr be to God! Amen. 

" I hafve been raadihg Br Lightfool 
<m the subject of water baptism. He 
brings a great deal of learning to bear 
on thk pomt ; and he has, I tfaink, 
|flPd>i^ed<<>Dtielu8iyely tlkt childr<iii; and 
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^en infants, are proper subjects of 
fee Okrisfiatt ordmance. The dt>etor 
shows' trs, 1, That i^ater baptism is an 
ordinance which is not peculiar to tfao 
Christian dispensation, but that it was 
in XLse among* the Jews in admitting 
proselytes within the pale of their 
church. 2, That the Jews, so far 
from den3dng the ordinance to chit 
dren, insisted on all the children, how- 
ever young, beiiig baptized, and ad* 
mitted with their parents. 8, That 
our blessed Lord took up the ordi- 
nance of baptism, withoirt prescribing 
any alteration in it, esrcept that it 

should be administered in the name 
of * the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost ;' 
while the Jews baptized in the name 
of the one God. 4, That if our Lord 
did not intend children and infants to 
be the subjects of Christian baptism, 
thten he ought to have told us, and, 
undoubtedly, would have done so, 



132 GRACE KtNO. 

seeing the practice of the Jews in 
du8 flatter would certainly mislead 
us. Hence, seeing our Saviour did 
not prohibit the baptise of infants,, 
which was the practice of his daj, 
and seeing he said, ' SufiFer little phil- 
dren to coine unto me^ and forbid 
theip not/ it is evidently the privilege 
of littl& children to be admitted into 
the ark of Christ's cb^urch by the 
ordinance of b^j^tism. 

" Though this reasoning may iiot 
be called demomtration^ yet there is 
that in it which makes it satisfactory 
and conclusive. I thank God for pa- 
rents whose piety led them to dedi- 
cate me to Grod by baptism, in thcf 
days of my infancy ; and I thank him 
for friends, who have led me to God's 
altar, to assume, hi n^r own person, 
the vows which were made for me in 
my baptism. For, though I do not 
believe the doctrine of ' baptismal xe- 
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generation/ as it is believed and ex- 
plained by some in the present day, 
yet I do believe that I have derived 
many benefits, and obtained many 
blessingi^, in consequence of being 
made * a member of Christ/ by bap- 
tism. * A good man leaveth an inhe- 
ritance to his children's children/ 
and Hhe seed of the righteous are 
blessed' Thanks be to thee, O my 
God, for all thy mercies. Amen. 

" The congregation this morning 
was very small, as the day was ex- 
tremely wet ; but those who were pre- 
sent found it no vain thing to breast 
the ^torm, and to wait before the 
Lord. The rain without poured in 
torrents; but the showers of grace and 
mercy within seemed to be quite as 
copious and free: The preacher was 
all life ; and he pressed the exhorta- 
tion, 'Be ye holy,' with power and 
effect. The word came from the 
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heart, ^nd it reached the heart of tke 
hearers. For ane, I was made to se^ 
the heauiy of holiness, wa& deeplj 
impressed wijdi a sense of its advofif'- 
tages, and was constrained to cry out, 
' Create in me a clean hea^, O God, 
^nd re^ew a right spirit within me.' 
And I believe that the congregation 
generally felt much as I did. This 
was a preqio^s season. 

^^ In the afternoon the .storm abated, 
and the congregation was much larger. 
We hfui a profitable sermon, hj Mr. 
T. $. B., from James i, S6 : ' If aay 
man smt^ong yon s^em to be relsgions, 
and bridleth not his tongue, but de- 
ceiveth his own heart, that man's reli- 
gion is vain.' After a ueat and brief 
introduction, the preacher proceeded 
to nptice, I. The wpostWs descriptum 
of a fdse prafessqr ; and, II. i& 
jtfdgment concerning his religion, JJnr 
der the fir^t head. The apostle's de- 
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^mptioii of » fa^ piofi^soi^ he o)^ 
Bfipredf ^e i^ one ' who seems to hiei 
nsfi^oK^Uf who bii^th Bot his tongue, 
bat yrho 4^einyeth his o^n heart' 

'^'1, He seems to he religious.* 
'T^ ^i^plieS) /^. ^ tsAstmns frox^ 
M apm and gros^s dnMnonUit^ Fgf 
(iie iQL^twcqas smaer, whose txaAflgrefr 
sipus we hi|Qwm apd read of all rnejq^ 
does aot eYm seem 1^ he religioiis; 
Dip peJGSon i^iiispeK^ him of x^i^Qn. 
Te 9eem\o he ^eligipus imj^ies jpuno 
tuol oHmiffjm^ ^ a2^ ^ n^eaif^s qf 
lfrm€. Bf m»9»B pf graca i| meaisil^ 
r«adii% «b9 Soriptwes, h^ftrmg ^ 
word preached, prayer ia aee^et, a^^ 
19 jthe safijal cirpla, the hpfA's av^peT» 
&I). it is thedttty jaiidfo^cl^ q| f U 
r^Ugioita people to attend ^94e Hiei|||iS ; 
t]i#M|ff3ifa h^ who dpQs not dora jaqt 
evfm M^m to he vel^^ii^iS;; 1|# ie, iiii 
fa0t> kifown npt to he rej|j|giovii. Ti^ 
s6fMi to be relifiom imidies # jp$^ 
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union nnih the church of God. God^s 
people are reqttired to "come out froia 
the ungodly," and npt toforss&e " the 
assembliiig of themselves together f^ 
which requirements cannot be kept', 
but by a cordial and public uniott m 
the capacity of a church. Therefore 
he who stands at a distance, and does 
Bot unite with the body of believem, 
does not even seem to be religious ; 
for, " By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have lavm 
one for another," says ' our Saviour. 
To seem to be: religious implies zeal-- 
ous ej0>rts to pfwnote the prosperity of 
God!s cause. The religious men, c^ 
all ages, have distinguished them-* 
selves by doing all they could to save 
souls ; they have reproved sinners, ia^ 
sbructed the ignorant, comforted p^nH 
tents, strengthened the weak, and 
given ffiieir prayers, money, influence, 
and example to the cause of God. 
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fhBTefofe he trho does not Hub does 
not even seem to be religious. 

" ^2. This false professor ''bridleth 
not his tongue." Speech is a gift by 
which the Creator has distinguiBhed 
man uboye the brute creation, and it 
is one of (be greatest bles^ngs be* 
stowed upon man, if the tongue be 
kej^ mnder juet goyemment. But the 
tongue is an unruly member ; it is a 
world of iniquity ; it sets the whole 
GotHTse of nature -on fire, being itself 
set cm fire of hell. Hence, the tongue 
must be goremed with, I, A bridle of 
pmden^. How nmny tongues run at 
random, and do mischief, for want of 
prudence ! How many there are who, 
whether they ispeak of themselyes or 
others, or whether they, give reproof 
or instracticm, lay no restraint upon 
their tongaes ! It is of great import- 
ance to learn when to speak, and 
whea to be silent; how much to say, 



mod how much to leiiye imss^ ; wk^ 
to reveal, and when to conceal oi^ 
Qvm a&m, and those of g^ers. 
What evil i^^oni/^ines oooasiQi^d \^j: 
one impropes word ! The false pror 
fesaof has stot the biidle of pjrudei^c^ 
on his ton^e. 5}. Th^ tongue ww^ 
be goremed mik a hridk of pkty. 
Bj piet7 is meant the exercise of pro? 
per tempers and spdiit toward God ; 
such as fipar» love, sid?iipsai(«, oonfir 
dQUce> &fC. If tixese exist in the heairt) 
and he exercised, they will effectiAaliy 
preveutt all impiely of the Jong:iie. 
We shall not make a light, or in^va^ 
rent use of the name or wonl of God; 
we diall avoid ail trifling convexaa^ 
tion, all murmurings under afflictiofiB, 
and all language that indicates de* 
8|K>ndenoy. 3. The tonjguemust he go* 
vemed witih a bridle of durity. No 
man can ever be absoliitel j pierfeot ; 
hettfiie we shall always detect im(m>i» 



liietijBs in ^ncb othe?. But ebuiitjr, 
or love, will cover tinem all ; and if it 
^239t ia &e lieart, it will re«traiiii the 
toQgue £rom all ^Jdl^oly whisperings, 
Im^lHlin^, raflings, and eyil speaJk* 
iji^. A. The tongue must be governed 
with a Mdle of tnah. The word 
truth i& heiie used in a sense opposite 
td fateehood aaid lying. Our God is 
Oie God of truth, and " lying lips are 
anabonunationtohim." Seeevidences 
of God V displeasure against lying in 
&a punishment of Gehazi, and of 
Anainias and his wife. If the truth 
have a plaoe in the he^rt, it will exert 
an in^edce upon the tongue, and 
prevent lyiog and falsehood. 

"'3. The false profe3^6r.'*deeeiyeth 
his own heart." He prevails on him- 
self to believe that his morality, his 
connection with the church, his efforts 
to moraliro mm, and his attendance 
on me^ds, is oil the religion which 



140 OR ACE KIN9. 

God requires of him ; and he looks 
upon the impious, uncharitable, im- 
prudent, and false use of his tongue, 
as unavoidable infirmit j ; and thus 
he, in the first plaee, dfeceitJ^^ his own 
heart; and, after this, his dark, hard, 
and unsanctified heart continues to 
deceive him in return. This is a dread- 
ful condilaon ! But if we only think 
how prone we are f o hope the best 
concerning our religious state, how 
ready our friends are to flatter us, and 
how active the devil is to blind our 
eyes, we shall not wonder that men 
sometimes fall into delusion and error 
as to their religious state. Let us 
watch our hearts ; for " he is a fool 
that trusteth his own heart." 

" * II. We come now to the apostle^ 
judgment of this false professor's re- 
ligion. He declares, ** It is vain.^' The 
word signifies empty and worthless ! 
But why is it worthless and of no va- 



GRACE KINO» 141 

lue? 1. Because it does not came up 
to the standard of God!s word. It only 
seems to be what it ought to be ; the 
root of the mcUtef; i» not within ; and 
&e tongue is not governed; the 
Scriptures demand these. 2. Because 
it does not make the professor happy. 
The truly religious man is happy ; ha 
has peace w}th God^ and peace with- 
in; he "rejoiees evennore,and rejoices 
in tribulation." The religion which 
gives no peace is an empty, worthless, 
and vain religion. 3« Because it gives 
no right and tiiie to heaven. Matt, vii, 
22. *' Without holiness no man caa 
see the Lord." This false professor 
may indulge a hop^ of heaven, but 
O, how dreadful the thought, he will 
discover his mistake by the light of 

helifir^! 

"Such is the outUne of this ex- 
citing and awakening discourse. — 
O my Lord, suffer me not to deceive 
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BEijself, but graciotisly l^ad m^ in Ib^ 
-wnj €JverlftstiBg. Amen. ^ 

*' While I was this day reading on- 
ihe subject of the^, resnrr^ction, the 
thought was suddeiily suggested : the 
dead can never rise agiaih : it is inl- 
possibl^ that the same body should 
be restored to life ; for many bodies 
are lost in the sea, and are eaten vtp 
of fishes; many are devoured by 
beasts, and consumed by fire ; and all 
otheraf all into a state of ptitridity, and? 
are resolved into theit original ele- 
ments. This thought perplexed ine 
much, and troubled me for hours. I 
found that I could not answer this 
objection to the doctrine of a future 
resurrection oh any principle of na- 
tural knowledge which I possesised. 
I resolved, in my trouble, to carry the 
case to my best Friend, and to open 
my doubts and fears to my Godi I 
did so, and he did not leave me long 
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h mjmp^^^: The evidenoe of tiie 
truth was opened to m^ mind, smd I 
i^aft eniabled to go abont taj business 
tejbitimg in God, from thie SMiiTaace 
tknt thii^ ' coniiptible shall put on ito- 
corruption, and this mortal put on im« 
mortaliHijr.' 

" Odd showed me that the manner 
In which ^iigf change is to be efiected 
is beyond the reach of the humaii 
Mridy and that the proof 6f the doc^ 
trine is n^t to be drawn ftSiA r^ai^n 
ahd philosophy, but from flie 'sure 
word of proJ>hecy/ The future reSiir^ 
reciion of the dead is' purely a doc» 
trin^ of reVelation, and would never 
haV^ been known, if God had not 
graciotmly revealed iti I took my 
Bible, a^nd I soon found the following 
passages : psalm xvi, 10 ; Job six, 
26, &c. ; Ezekiel xixvii, 1 , &c. ; Isaiah 
xxVi, 19 ; John v, 28, 29. Prom these 
passageis it is certain that all the dead 
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sball me ogam; for the ' moutli of 
fixe Lotd hath spoken it^ < ^ 

'^ As to 1he means by which this 
general resurrection shall he effec^d, 
St Panl tells us, that ^ the Lord Jesus 
Christ shall change our vile body, 
that it may be fashioned like unto his 
glorious body, according to the work- 
ing whereby he is (Me to subdue all 
thix!^ tinto himself Tins is satis^ 
foctory. I cannot, I dare not call in 
question the ability of Jesus to do 
this ; for * all power is given to him, 
both in heaven and on earth ;' and he 
is omnipotent ! When I think of the 
agency of my almighty Lord in the 
resurrection, I feel ashamed of my 
doubts, and I renounce for ever all 
my carnal reasonings. ' Thoi^h after 
my skin worms destroy this body, yet 
in my flesh shall I see God.' 

" Anger appears to be a passion of 
our common nature, and is roused 



ittto exercise wben we receive mama 
real or imagiaaiy insult or iajwy. 
On this subject St. Paul says, / Be je 
angry and mn not ; let not the sun fp 
down upon your w{:aUi/ Ephesiaws 
iv, 36, I was so uiihappy torday m 
to hear s^ brptlier i^ the church quotp 
the former part of this text in de&neia 
of what I deemed his own petulant 
aad revengeful spii^t : *nd when he 
was urgf^ *with the la^r part» ' let 
not (he sun go dow^ upon yo^r 
wrath^' he still persisted in defending 
his reigning anger, hy saying, ' I am 
not bo)ind to forgive the offender, un- 
Jes^ he ^ retuiin to me, and say, / re- 
pfHt.' Now it does appear to me^ 
diat wh^t is commonly called anger 
ia a passion, of temper, which divioe 
grace either totally subdues or ena- 
bles believers to govein. It certainly 
^Buot reign and govern in a sancti- 
fied mind ; for, if ' ti»e stmgo down 

10 
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tipon our wrath/ it will assuredljT pi 
duce meUicCf 3,nA malice will prompt 
us to revenge ! A sacred writer tells 
iiSy that ' anger resteth in the bosom 
of foob f and such a state of mind 
must be inconsistent with peace of 
consdenee; and with the approhation 
of Him whoTsflys, * Vengeance is mine.' 
**Mr. John Hales, if I remember 
correctly, reads fee words of St. Paul 
thus : * If ye be surprised into anger, 
take care you do liot sinhy letting the 
sun go down upon your unkind feel- 
ings.' If anger produce resentmenty 
it must, it cannot be otherwise tban 
ninfvi ; for it implies the absence of 
brotherly love and other Christian 
virtues. When it includes purp,oses 
of revenge it implies hatred, uvd will 
vent itself in revilings, backbitiBgrs, 
evil speaking, and other acts of injury. 
What enlightened Christian could go 
to his G^ in tliis st^te of mind, and 
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my, * YargiYe us our trespasses, as we 
foi^ve those who trespass against us?' 
After all the inquiry I have made on 
tins pointy I have come to the conclu- 
8ion> that what is generally termed 
anger is most undoubtedly sinfvl; 
and I do not believe that an apostle 
could be angry and not sin. But, if 
by anger we mean simple displeasure^ 
or being grieved, and wounded, why, 
in this sense there are numerous oc- 
casions on which good men may be, 
not only innocently, but also justly 
and religiously angry ; for we ought 
to be displeased with every thing that 
opposes the glory of God, and the 
welfare of mai^ Such anger is per- 
fectly consistent with the charity 
which thinketh no evil, and rejoiceth 
not in iniquity. 

" I do sincerely thank God that he 
ha^ saved me so far that I am not the 
tmhappy subject of that sensitive, 
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petulant, and suspicions ten^^r, whioh 
makes a man an offender for a word, 
and whidi is constantly apptehensira 
of injuries an4 aflfronts. And I am 
determiaed, by tiie grace of God, to 
harbour no hard thoughts nor unkind 
feeliogs toward such persons as may ' 
seem to intend me wrong ; Init I will 
open my heart to them in love, and in 
the fear of God, and tell them all that 
is cm my mind. It is surprising how 
often a few words of explanation will 
serve, to convince us that we have a 
friend, even where weu thought -we 
had an enemy. My Qod, give me a 
meek and forgiving spirit. Amen. 

*' Mr. B. related to our family an 
anecdote which serves to illustrate 
the righteous providence of God. The 
^following i3 the substance of the relar 
tion : * When Methodism was first 

intooduced into R ., a Mr. W. was 

the r^tident curate. His opposition 
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to tbe Meihodists seemed to know no 
bounds, and he persecuted them in 
every possible way. Among the Me- 

tiio<]Udt preachers who Tinted R 

Was a Mr. S., who generally availed 
himself df the opportunity to address 
the people as they retired from the 
church in the afternoon. Parson W# 
seemed to cheriish a special antipathy 
to this good old man^ and manifested 
it by threats, and other kinds of oppo« 
sition. Mr. 6. often retired from the 
scene of his labotir8<7overed with mud 
and rotten eggs. At last the curate 
hired a man, of the baser sort, of the 
name of W., to abuse^ or even kill the 
preaislier, if he dared to address the 
people again. Mr. S., true to his 
duty, appeared again, and W. carried 
his agreement intd effect, so far as to 
throw a large stone at the preacher, 
which broke out some of his teeth. 
" *In two or three years after this 
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event the wretched W. was takeu 
sick, and died ; but his deafli-bed fur- 
nished a shocking scene. For seve- 
ral days he was constantly haunted 
with the recollection of his wicked 
treatment of the persecuted S. H6 
frequently cried out, in the greatest 
horror, " See there, the Methodist 
preacher ! his teeth— his teeth are aU 
broken! see him spitting out his 
teeth! I have kiiled him — ^yes, I 
have killed him! See, there* he 
comes again ! take him away ! keep 
him off from me ! O me ! can no one 
— cannot you alb keep him away?" 
In these and similar exclamations, in- 
terspersed with oaths and blasphe- 
mies, he continued to express himself 
until he died. Such was the dread- 
ful end of one who dared to lay hands 
on one of God's prophets, and to in* 
flict harm on one of his anointed ! 
" * Parson W. lived only a few years. 
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* 

a&d was xxmde to '' eat the fruit of his 
own doingfiu" He was a man of wealth, 
and had a iiiece, named Miss B., to 
whom he kid willed all his property. 
Thi» lady, while on a visit at S., fell 
among some respectable people who 
werB Methodkts ; the iBsult of which 
was, she got awakened and convertr 
ed. Her uncle, being infermed of this, 
wrote to her immediately, and re- 
quired her to renounce all connection 
with, the Metiicsdists, under the^ penal- 
ty q€ his displeasure, and of being 
^inherited by the destruction of his 
f&iXL, He gave Miss B. erne week only 
to make up her mind, and inform 
Imn of her decision. Miss B. unbesi- 
tatingly chose Methodism and the will 
of God ;. and she wrote to het undle, 
and informed him ^ the same, in due 
time. But maik here the hand of 
God : before parson W. had time to 
receive Ms niece's letter, imd alter, or 



&wtt6y hk Will, he wa» ^oddeotjr 
dMAed 6ff b^ deatb. He waa seized 
with a» ^popUxy, aad died in a few 
houi'Stf. Hk large property fell to Miss 
B., wko hte mdde g0od use of ife by 
berptiblic cind priTtte charity, and bj 
lieriiboAlky to &e ca»e of Met^iod^ 

^'BuC wlmii diow8the prorideiu^ 
of Gk)d mdsi oleaify in this ixfotter is 
HIm fedt, 1^1^ llie peirsecttted and m^ 
^smd Si^ who was a poor mail, Was 
iMMMnied in his oM age b)r the wealth 
ef his fiieirseccitor. Re actoiUy wore 
Ihe eloHies, erefi to the w^, the haty 
Md the eane of paison W. They 
wen gii^en to^ him by Miss B. Thoa 
^ the Widked hiy «p treaanrea for tfaa 

^ ' It is proper to^reiaark, that it k 
beliered Miss B., who is stiB Inriag; 
and Who befriended and supported 
I9i^ agtd S. to tlie day of his dsatK 
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serer knew that Mr. S. lost his teeth 
at the Instigs^u of her mncle. Who 
^m reiKl this anecdote snd not feel 
constrained to sajr, Truly '^ the Lord 
reignethT'* 

'*^This afternoon we were honoured 
witli the presenoe of the R&r. Mr. F., 
who is at the bead of an academj 
belonging to the Independents. He 
kas the reptit^on oi being a man of 
extensire learning, of purely evange* 
hc9l sentiments, tod of deep and un«* 
feigned piety. He is very free aiui 
eomfonnii^tiye, and his conversation 
serred to increase iaj «tock of know^ 
ledg^e, and to inspire me with « new 
determination to study more closely 
Ihe tsacred volume. He stated that 
his pupiB generally profess a ' know- 
ledge of salvation fa^ the remission of 
sins/ and are remaikably diligent in 
the prosecution of their studies. A 
goodly number of them are designed 
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for the ministry. What amy the 
church not expect from the well-di- 
rected labours of such a nuiaber of 
enlightened and pious miiusters. 

" Mr. F. preached for us this eve- 
ning, and, apparently, greatly to the 
edification of the congregation. He 
is a man of more than oldinary gif%s^ 
and has been honoured witl^ many 
seals to his ministry, a number of whooi 
are still Jiving, and doing honour to 
their profession. It. is to be hoped 
that Mr. F/s valuable life will be 
greatly protracted, and that his la- 
bours in the desk, aod in th? acade- 
my, will ^ontinuQ to be successful. 

^' There i& no intelligence more r^ 
freshing to me^ or that ministers mor^ 
to the health of my s<n)l, than tlmt 
which relates to the prosperity of 
Zion. My heart is for God. I feel 
that I am on the Lord's side. O thou 
divine and teiumphant Saviour, ride 
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Oft gioriouslj in the chariot of the 
gospel, proceed from conquest to con^ 
quest, claim the nations, the whole 
purchase of thy blood, as tiij right, 
and fill the whole earth #ith thy 
glory. Amen. 

*' To-day we had a delightful and 
lefireshing time in lore^feast The ex- 
ereises were c^ned by singing that 
weU-known hymn, 

-* Come and let 119 sweeti^r jain, 
Clizist to praise in bymas divine.' 

Then followed a comprehensive, fer- 
vent, and heartfelt prayer, suited to 
the character, condition, and wants 
of ^lieters and professing Christians. 
This was a searching, melting, and 
(Bering prayer. While they were 
distrilmting the bread and water, and 
taking up the collection for the poor^ 
the preaoher spoke of the nature and 
design of love feasts in the apostolic 
days and in modem times ; and then, 
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after givuQg ns the state of lik onrai 
wixtd^ he called on aU to bear testis 
Dlony for GocL ^ 

1' Tl^te wa^ no time lost, ani thA 
oommuAicatioiis generalfy seemed to 
come warm from the heaot^ and to 
jnrodttce deep and g^aoioasr feelings. 
The active part which tke older menn 
bers toeik tended greaiij to make &ii 
love-feast more interesting than 6rdi^ 
nary. The gray^^headed diseipAes who, 
in the aourse of nature, cannot be far 
from their glotions test, arose, an^ 
spoke in quidc saecessioii, and fbey 
spoke to the point; O, it was eiicoti*^ 
raging to hear these old pilgrin»3 say, 
*I am nc* weary of this joniiiey yet; 
my young iriends, tihe delights in- 
crease apd improve as we g^t nearer 
to the holy dty,' &c. 

'^ Among these old saints I noticed 
partiimlarly Mr. L., called the father 
of the society, becaxise he is the oklest 



Member living, and the osly obb ef 
tim first class. He rp^e with bis char 
lacteristiG solemnity of look, his t^U 
sad slenifsf %ure standing abore all, 
mid looked around him with evident 
amotion. A£ter a moment's silence he 
said, ' My lUlie43hildr^, haye patience 
y^h me, and hear me once more ; 
time has shaken me by the h,and ; 
my tremulous voice forbids any at- 
tempt to sing on. ewth ; my powers for 
naking melody are gone ; my vision 
I is T^ry indistinct; my sands are all but 
i ran out, and this heart will soon cease 
iti actimt Perhaps ihis is the latt 
time 1 shall meet with, yoxi on earth. 
Even so, Lor4 Jesus, if it be thy 
b}esaed will I have been thinking 
of the great work which God has 
wrought siIU^e the day this society wa|( 
foimed. Our beginning was iixdeed 
vei^ small; a mere handful u^ed to 
meet at jcdd Mr. G -s. But lo, we now 
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number by hundreds ; and we. akapaC 
fill this spacious temple. May not I, 
whom God has spared to see all his 
wonders, may not I exclaim, " What 
hath God wrought?" Glory, glory be 
to his name* I lopk around me, and 
what do I see ? Why I see my ckU- 
dren^s childreny and I hear them bear 
witness for Jesus ! Bless the Lotd, 
O my sotd ! ^ 

**' Brethren, I remember well the 
day when Mr. T. Taylor formed tiie 
first society in this place, and I sHaU 
never foiget what he saiid when he 
had entered our names upon the clt»ss 
paper. He said, ^*Wpll, there are 
just twelve of you ; bur dear Lord had 
just that number of apostles ; but, re- 
member, one of them proved to be a 
devil ! Take care, or else there will 
be foun4 a devil among you !" From 
that day to this I have never forgot- 
ten what the preacher said ; and I 
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jhave a tliousaBd times adted, *^Lord^ 
is it J?" Now, aa the otker eleven 
are all gone^ (here he paused,) as they 
an went safely^ (here he . wept^) as I 
heard them all shout victory ! (again 
he Was overpowered,) as tiiey are all 
now in heaven, if one should prove a 
devil, I mM< be that ofie / (His counte- 
nance now brightened.) ' But I know 
that I am not a devil ; for I love my 
God ! Yes, I hnxm that I love Grod ; 
and \ now knarp that Jesus is my Sar. 
viour V This decli^ration was irresist- 
ible ; ike whole assembly was moved 
and melted down. No, no, father 
Lao^b is ndt a devil ; he is every thing 
which we can wish him ; he is ripe for 
glory. My ^orious Saviour, I bless 
tbee for the privileges of this day. 
'' An unhappy controversy has been 
exvs&ng for soqcie time between the re- 
ligious dienxHninations of this ne%h- 
bourhood, and it has been conducted 
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lyafew, ottbodisiMiesof the questm^ 
in a spirit and ixBHiner whidi must 
imre an nsfavouraUe ^ec^oifL imiAm 
minds. I feel afflicted when I think 
on the snlqect, bac^Aise X^ fiad that my 
religi4raB^ friends, aa both sidea of ^ 
jqueslKHi, have their minda dmwn ^ 
ffom the things wlwh are of tfaje hig^«- 
est moment. They are talkijag, aad 
doing so vnih loo mvsch ujpkity when 
the J ought tobe reading their Bihlea, 
and ecigaged in prayei:. ^FoUoiv 
peace wi^ all men^' and, ' Be comr- 
ie(msy ate ^eaepts which have been 
constantly on my nusd during the 
reign and triunoph of the oontvoyersial 
spirit ; and I ble^s God that I have 
not lost mj inwatd peace, nor have I 
cherished hard and imkind fpeliags 
toward my brethren. I thmk I i;mder- 
stand the Itposlolio precepts whii^ 
hare been so much upon tny mind> 
and I hare tried to keep them. The^ 



(sertainly do not iaxpij that we aw to 
embrace the doctrinal vieW9 of t^ae 
we try to please^ bat ttiat w^ ar^ to 
avoid all usmoeesaairy DeUiaioa with 
them. ThejT do not imply tYktt vr^ ajoe 
to apprme tkdrfarm oftJmrch fw^Wr 
mentj but le&ra them to their own 
judgment in thia vmS^x. TItey4o 
B#t im;dy diat we are to oonform to 
Aeirpraeiiee and fmmnerif for we per- 
haps may deem them nnlawf aL The 
spirit of these pceeepts seems to re- 
quire tis to labour and stuiff avffidf 
so far as we are able^ giving oSeMe 
to any man, either in word or deed, 
and particidArly it requires ns to avoid 
evil speaking, «id even all disrespeet- 
fill and ungentle treatfiooent, by word 
or deed 

** If we would ' follow peace with 
all men/ we must do them all the 
kind offioes in our power ; we mtist 
promote peace and union among those 
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that are at vaiialLce ; and we musf 
always do to others what we would 
have them do to us under a change 
of circumstances. Such, it appears 
to ifie, is the import of the ap(»stles' 
precepts, and such the extent of tbe 
Christian's duty. The •life of our 
meek and benevolent Saviour fur- 
nishea the best comment on these 
precepts; he was 'holy and harm- 
less ;' and he ^ went about doing good.' 
If tibese apostolic precepts were jsx- 
emplified in the conduct of: men uni- 
versally, what a peaceable^ kind, and 
happy state of society we should have. 
There would be no * wais, nor ru- 
mours of wars ;' there would be no 
defrauding of each other, and conse- 
quently no jealousies, no evil surou- 
sings, no backbitmgs, no railings, &c., 
and there would not be so many scenes 
of distress and destitution unreUev^ 
and unregarded. O God, spread the 
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saving religion of the cross among 
the discordant sons of men. Amen. 

'' I read this day the fourth chapter 
of St. John's gospel, in which we 
have an account of our Lord's inter- 
view with the woman of Samaria at 
Jacob's well. It appears to me that 
she must have been a good woman, 
according to the light she had, or our 
Saviour would not have held so long 
a conversation with heron the subject 
of religion ; nor would she have made 
such an impression on the inhabitants 
of Sychar as she did, when she called 
on them to see Jesus, and said, ' Is 
not this the Christ?' Besides, Uke 
Hannah, she seems to have been de- 
voutly waiting forthe coming of Mes- 
sias, for she said to our Lord, ' I know 
that Messias eometh.' And when 
Jesus had said to her, ' I that speak 
to thee am he,' she instantly went to 
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the city and oalled out the people to 
see the Chriat 

^^ Bat she was in comparative dark- 
ness ; h^nce our Lord said to her^ ' If 
thou^^< hwrvnih^ gift of God, and 
who it is that saith unto thee, Give me 
to drink, thou wouldst have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee 
living water.' But this afflicted and 
inquiring woman is not the only hu- 
man being that knows not the gift of 
God. By this phrase, *the gift of 
God,' I think we are to understand, 
our Lord Jems Christ; for he is the 
* Son gweny^ and he is the boon which 
God so freely bestowed, and, blessed' 
be his name, he is God's ^ unspeaka- 
ble gift.' God gave his Son aat the 
price of our redemption ; ' Ye are re- 
deemed with the precious blood of 
Christ.' As a gracious and compos- 
siomte Saviour, ' he is touched with 
the feeling of our infirmities ;' as an 
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almighty Saviour, ^ he is able to save 
unto the uttermost ;' as a present Sa* 
viour, 'by him all that believe are 
justified ;' as a universal and special 
Saviour, ' tfee Saviour of all men, es- 
pecially of them that believe ;' and as 
the only Saviour, * for other founda- 
tion can no man lay.' Such is God^ 
tmspeakdble gift ! O thatl may know 
this gift of God, in all his offices, and 
in all the fulness of his grace. 

" This blessed Saviour has power 
to give • living water, ^ This expres- 
sion, when taken literally, means 
fresh spring water, by way of opposi- 
tion to that which is found in pools and 
cisterns, which is stagnant and dead. 
The spiritual meaning is the Holy 
S^ritj in his sanctifying and saving 
ioiiuence. This may be seen by con- 
sulting John vii, verses 38, 39. As 
water has the property of cleansing 
our garments from defilement^ so the 
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Spirit's influence cleanseth our souls 
from sin. As water has the power to 
render the earth fruitfiil, when it de- 
scends in the form of rain or snow, 
and when the lands are irrigated with 
it, so the indwelling Spirit enahles be- 
lievers to 'bear much fruit;' and as 
water has the property of allaying 
thirst, and satisfying the thirsty, so 
the water drawn from * the wells of 
salvation' satisfies the thirsty soul. 
There is great propriety in the use of 
this figure, and it is of frequent oc- 
currence in the Scriptures. Blessed 
Saviour, give me this living water, 
and give it constantly, that I mar 
totno more. 

'^I believe that all who knoiv the 
gift of God, who know Jesus, and 
have correct views of the grace which 
is by him, will ctsk of him the living 
water. * If thou knewest the gift of 
God, and who he is that saith unto 
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tkee/ &c., ^ thou w'ouldest have asked 
of him.' It is evident, from these 
words, that ignorance lies at the foun- 
dation of the neglect with which man* 
kind treat the Saviour and his gra- 
cious oJSers of salvation. They know 
not Jesus, nor are the j acquainted 
with the objects of his mission; hence 
they seek for nothing, they ask for 
nothing at his hands. Pleasures, ho*- 
iioxirs, riches, and sin stupify. the 
minds of men, and render them inca- 
pable of forming a right estimate of 
Jesiffi. How. important is it, then, that 
^many should run to and fro, that 
kncmledge may be increased.' O God, 
' give thy people pastors after thine 
own heart, who shall feed them with 
knowledge and vnth understanding*' 
May the preachers of the gospel be 
more than ever the 'light of the 
world,' and the efficient instruments 
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of tBxmmg ih« world from ' darkness 
wto light/ 

^- 1 hare j^Hrt returned from tb« f gi^ 
Tydt^l iji Mr. B. O., b^t aid uoakle to 
describe llie painful sensationB which 
I haye felt while witnessing the deeply, 
affe&tiflg scbne. There lay before on 
the remains of a yotmg mm ; one who 
liad fallen a viptim to flie demon in- 
temperanee In the twenty-abcAi year 
of his age ! There I saw, hanging 
Bver his coffin^ the yonng, the heanti* 
ful, and the pious widow^ oppressed 
with grief! And there, in the arms 
of friends, I saw two beantifnl nncon- 
scions fatherless children^ one abonffc 
two yeam^ and ^ c^er three months 
old ! My heart was fall ; my sovdL 
was agonized^ and I wept : who ooiull 
forbear t 

*' Abont ^ree years ago Mr. P. Ol 
married Miss F. They were hoikk 
young, healthy, and industrions, and 
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believed to be so adapted to each 
otiieT as to ensure a life of prospetitf 
and faappinegs. They were both 
members of the ditircb, and, in the 
jadgmenk of their brethren, Ihey were 
both religious. He was a first-rate 
mechanic, and commanded full em- 
ployment, and the highest wages. 
She, as a housekeeper, was neat, fru- 
gal, and diligent They were happy, 
and the frissids of both were highly 
satisfied withtheir union. In fact, by 
industrf and economy they began to 
saire money. 

^* About two yiBars and a half ago 
Mr. P. O. was persuaded to buy a 
lottery ticket, and * try his luck/ 
Most unluckily fw him, the ticket 
drew the large prize of ^ve. thousand 
pounds! He was evidently much 
elated by his sueeess* Now his me- 
chanical labours were abandoned, and 
he became a wine merchcmt^ by form- 
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ing a connection with a getitleinan in 
that line of business. He received 
many kind admonitions from his bre- 
thren, warning him against pride and 
neglect of religions duties, and for 
some time he continued to attend the 
meaiis of grace with his wife. But 
not many months had passed before 
he began to absent himself, under the 
pretence of business, indisposition of 
body, &c. It was remarked by his 
friends, tiiat he was greatly changed 
in his appearance : his countenance 
became bloated, highly colom»d, and 
stupid Slit months more reveled 
the dreadful fact of his being a drunh- 
ard; a confirmed drunkc^d^—not at all 
ashamed to be seen staggering through 
the street. From that time to his 
death, he made rapid prdgress in 
the paths of trauBgfession ; until at 
last he fell a profane and loathsonip 
prey to strong drink. He called for 
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brandy, with his latest breath : he 
seized the vessel which contained it, 

attempted to raise it to his lips, but 
fell back upon his pillow, being una- 
ble to accomplish his purpose ! 

' ' O, his end, his dreadM end.* 

" His poor afflicted and heart-broken 
widow is sorely wasted ; she is bro- 
ken down by watching, by labour, 
and by the abuse of her late brutal 
husband. But, thank God, she still 
retains her hold on the great Helper 
of the helpless. She mourns over the 
death of her husband, for she loved 
him most sincerely. But who can 
comfort her ? What hope is there in 
his death ? 

" If poor P. O. had not risen sud- 
denly to affluence, he would, in all 
probability, have lived a sober, 
healthy, industrious, and happy man. 
His first misstep seems to have beeii 
a desire to be rich^ and to be suddenly 
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rich! This led to the second — ^the 
buying of the ill-fated lottery ticket : 
and the success attending the ' wheel 
of fortune' furnished him with means 
to form unhappy associations, and to 
enter on a sinful business. ' 

"How true are the words of St. 
Paul, 'They that will be rich, fall 
into temptation and a snare, and into 
many foolish and hurtful lusts, which 
drown men in destruction and perdi- 
tion.' What awfal words are these ! 
And how literally fulfilled in the case 
of poor P. O. The occasion was 
faithfully, yet delicately improved by 
Mr. T. J. He warned all, and the 
young especially, against lotteries, 
intemperance, evil associations, &c. 
My Lord and my God, insttruct my 
heart, and guide all my steps ! Amen. 

" There was a large meeting held 
this day, to take into consideration 
the propriety of petitioning parlia* 
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ment against the passage of a bill, now 
befcnre the house of lords, the ten- 
deacy of which is to abridge the Hber- 
ties oi all dissenters from the esta- 
blished Church ; and which bears par- 
ticolarly heayj upon the Methodist 
connection, destrojdng in effect their 
plan of itinerancy. It was truly gra- 
tifying to ereiy hberal and generous 
heart to see the people so much alive 
to the cause of human rights, and 
liberty of conscience. The meeting 
was composed of persons of all deno- 
minations; one feeling and object 
seemed to animate the whole. Many 
members of the estabUshed Church 
were pre'sent, who did themselves 
great credit by the zeal with which ' 
they opposed the meditated scheme 
of intolerance. They spoke out like 
men ; nor did they satisfy themselves 
with words : they recorded their oppo- 
sition to Lord Si<kaouth's bill by sign- 
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ing the petition against it, and hy 
subscribing themselves ' members and 
friends of the established Church.' 
Many of the addresses made at this 
meeting were truly heartnstirring and 
eloquent ; they swayed the assembly 
of three thousand souls as the heart 
of one man. It is believed that not 
an individual, who was eligible to 
sign, lefb.the meetii^ without having 
recorded his name in favour of liberty 
of conscience. 

''What pleased me most at this 
meeting was the fervour with which 
prayer was offered and responded to, 
at the opening and close of the busi- 
ness. The whole assembly appeared 
to be engaged in invoking the inter- 
position and blessing of God. Such 
united and heartfelt prayer must be 
heard in heaven ; and if God hear, 
our liberties and privileges are not in 
danger. 
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The inhabitants of this land haine, 
mdeed, for many years, been highly 
favoured, and perhaps an offended 
God sees it proper that we should be 
menaced with the loss pf Uberty and 
grace, so much abused, in order that 
we may be more thankful^ and may 
moi^ diligently improve them in fa- 
ture. It would be jost if he should 
punish and afflict us. But surely he 
will hear the confession and prayer 
which are made before.him — ^will look 
with compassion oti his humble and 
trembling pec^le^-^nd will still spare 
to us t^ liberty and innnunities, the 
loss of which w^ so much fear. 

" O Lord, be gracious to thy peo- 
ple, who .now confess their sin and 
ingratitude; look with favour upon 
them, now that they humble them- 
selves and turn to thee ; and let them 
continue, every one, to * sit tmder his 
own vine and fig-tree,' rejoicing in thy 
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]^otecti<m. To this end preaid#:lhou 
in the councils of the nation ; giva to 
our senators wisdom/ and overrule all 
tiieir doings for the glory of tioij xian^ 
and for the good of thy church* Antexu 
''In mykte visits to the ehildreu 
of my sabbiUih school elms, I harire 
often seen and heard what has alBict^ 
ed me muck — ^that many childretii 
appear to cherish little or no respect 
for their parents, ai^ ppenly show it 
by acts of insubordination and diso- 
bedience ! Surely there nrost be some 
fault in the parents ; there must b^ 
some radical fuidt in their metiiod of 
training, or their children would be 
more respectful and obedient. This 
mismanagement of childi«en at home 
thi'ough the week must be one grand 
dause of the failure which, in so many 
instances, attends the system of sab- 
bath school instruction. The labouis 
of the sabbath are more than counter- 
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faalaaced by the neglect, misjaaaiiiagf- 
menti and example of ^ week. O 
that parents were wise, and would 
strive to ' train up their children ia 
the way ia which (hey should ga' 

'' But still, the bad examide and 
wrong treatment ef pi^rcmts do not 0Mr 
(me^^ the children from hlamei be- 
cause th^y are better distracted, aod 
have opportunities of leammg their 
duty, which the unha{)py pai^nts 
perhs^ never had In this day, chil- 
dren have ' line upon Ujm, ^d precept 
npoa preoef*^;' and are, theiefore, 
nnder obligation both to kno^ i«d 
practi»e .th^r tiuty. ^ 

'' I shall fafOM^fgrthfeel it to he Mgr 
duty to urge upon &e children 0f m)r 
class more stro^giy than ever the qb- 
servance of th# 'finrt conima;(idme»t 
with promise.' I believe that t^^f da- 
tioa which children bear to pa^rents^ w 
well 9^ dyiiy to Qodv rwdefs oi^^im^e 
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to parenU an imperative duty ; nor do 
I believe that a child can neglect this 
duty, so long as his parents live, and 
he guiltless. The parent must be 
obeyed in all things which are not 
obviously wrong or sinful. Though • 
I have no natural parents, yet I feel 
that I ewe love and obedience!*© the 
-dear friends who have protected, sus- 
tained, and educated the poor orphan ; 
and I would not dare to do any thing 
without their consent. Lord, ever 
give me judgment to kiiow, and grace 
to discharge wilfc *ftiithfiilness dll toy- 
relative duties ! 

" I see the p^roud children of fashion 
shining in the gay trappings of dress, 
but I envy not ^^eir enjoyment I 
dee the children of this Vorld striving, 
with some Suceess, to heap up gold 
as dust, and to 'add house to house, 
and field to field ;' yet I covet iiot their 
weiftlfh; I am fally convinced that 
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the honoursi the pleasxires, and the 
riches of this world — yes, that every 
thing beneath the sun, is ' vanity and 
vexation of spirit.' I feel dead to this 
world ; I am ' crucified to the world,' 
and, through the knowledge of my 
hordt *the world -is crucified to me.' 
. llirot^h the faith of the gospel I see 
'an inheiitance which is incorruptible 
and undefiled, and which fadeth not 
away ;' and this is the possession after 
which I seek, and which it is my bu- 
siness to pursue. I am conscious that 
life is uncertain, that a few days or 
hours may dissolve my connection 
with this world, and that after death 
present enjoyments will have no in- 
terest for me. I thank God, who has 
* begotten me to a lively hope,' and 
has fixed my affections ori the impe- 
rishable things of the eternal world. 
By faith I am already released from 
the influence of present sensible 



180 ettACE KINO. 

objects, and am permitted to ' sit -in 
heavenly places' in Christ. By faith 
I frequently visit the innumerable 
company before the throne of God, 
and hold communion with angels and 
the spirits of the just, for my * conver- 
sation is in heaven.* I often look up, 
and say, 

* There is my house and pordoB fair ; 
My treasure and my heart are there, 

And my abiding home : 
For me the elder brethren stay, 
And angels beckon. me «way, ^ 
And Jesus bids me come.'- 

O my Father and God, I thank thee 
for such seasons of refreshing ; this 
is angels' food, and the earnest of my 
future inheritance. 

** I met this day a number of youth 
of my own age, who all appear to 
have set * their faces Zionward ;' most 
of them believe they have found the 
(Saviour, and the others seem resolved 
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to seek him ' with all the heart.' I 
spoke to them indiyiduallj, and gave 
theiB the best advice I was able. I 
ur^ed upon them the necessity of 
being obedient to their parents, of 
reading the New Testament often, 
of being diligent in business, and 
of praying much to God, and depend- 
ing wholly on his grace. We united in 
prayer, an4 Bay soul was completely 
melted to love and sjrmpathy ; I felt 
that I could spend and be spent for 
the good of these children. O thou 
great Shepherd of the sheep, look in 
compassion upon these lambs of thy 
flock ; protect, guide, and feed them ; 
find when weary, ' gi^ther them with 
thine iirm, and^!iarry them in thy bo- 
som.' We concluded by singing the 
following hymn : 

* Honour^ and thanks, and love, and praise, 
O Lord, to thee be given, 
By all thy Wood-bought chosen race ; 
By all, in earth and heaven. 
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Thy ceaseless gntce extends to all 

The creatures. of thy hand ; 
But most to those who on thee call 

And bow to thy command. 

We are the objects of thy care. 

And never-ending love ; 
Thou art bur sun, and polar star, 

To guide us safe above. 

Thou art to us benignly near,— 

bur refuge and support ; 
And when assailed, by foe or fear. 

We can to thee resort. 

Therefore, to thee, our sovereign Gbd^^ 
. • We give devout^st praise ; 
Redeemed aad saved by Jesus' blood, 
We 11 serve thee all our days.' 

'^ I fear that I still labour, and in 
in no small degree, under the influ- 
ence of a temper which strongly pro- 
claims the remains of depravity in my 
heart, and the imperfection of my 
Christian character. I mean prejudice 
against those Christians who differ 
with me on doctrinal points. This is 
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k a fault against which Mr. 6. hafi 
repeatedly warned me, and against 
which I have always detennined to 
guard. • Though by many it may be 
thought innocent, nothing appears 
more despicaUe to me than bigotry. 
This afternoon furnished an x^por- 
tunity of testing the extent of my ca^ 
tholicism. A female friend invited 

me to go and hear the Rev. . I 

complied, but did not find that satis- 
faction which I believe I should if I 
had heard a man of much inferior 
talent of my own persuasion. The 
voice, the maaoder, and the language 
of the jM^acher, were really superior ; 
and his subject was one about which 
all Christians agree ; and yet, in spite 
of my better judgment, I kept think- 
ing, * You do not know and preach the 
whole truth.' Now I am convinced 
that the Rev. is a man of unaf- 
fected piety, and an able and success- 



fyl preadier ; stfll, I cannot hear tlM 
tmtli from him witb the satidaeti»& I 
ean from one who believes slb I de; 
Is not this the oi&pring of bigoby ? 
I fenlly wish to posssess ^ &e chaiifrf 
idiich hopeth idl things, which eB^ 
dureth all tini^a, and whiok neTer 
Ikileth f and the benerolenca whick 
>eaifbraceB ,l3ie whole family of man- 

than most iiidhi%e«t Lord God, who 
art tliyself the fbn»latn oi all extel^ 
lence and grace, satisfy the beiievoileDt 
desire w4th whtoh thsa hast inspired 
me, and graeiomly fSl me witfti tha 
laying mind thaft was in Jesus! Amen. 

*^ M J poor mind , has been gieatlj 
afflicted to^ay, by &e conduct of 
faihef 0.% seirvaiift girl. She made a 
statement to me this mommg, Ki^ich 

1 soon discovered to be fake. On 
being called np to acconnt for it, sbe 
very boldly gave me the lie, protest- 
ing repeatedly tbat le^ never made 
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w^ a statement. AMbongh my dear 
friends hesitated not to believe my re* 
presentation of the facts in the case, 
yet the open and persevering denial 
ef Mary gave me a sensation to which 
I had previously been a strainer. 
Bad as I knew human nature to be, I 
was not prepared to meet any ^ng^ 
jySse this in a youn^ female. 
. " Father G. said to Mary, ' He that 
telleth lies shall not tarry in my 
tuiglit;' Mid sl^ was promptly dis- 
charged. She had been but a short 
time in our family. 

*^ Lying^, I thank God, is a vice to 
i#hich I do ttot remember that I was 
ever inclined. One of the £rst direo- 
tftons given me was, ^ Never tdl a lie.^ 
Lying is a sin whicb, when detected, 
never fails to bring shame and discre* 
dit. It is a sin against which the dis- 
pleasure of Heaven has been most 
signally displayed^ as we see ia the 
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leprosy of Gehazi, and in the death 
of Ananias and Sapphira. Sea i 
2 Kings V, 20, and Acts v, I — 11. 
We are instructed by the Scriptures, 
that ' lying lips are an abomination 
to the Lprd ;.' and that all ' liars have 
their part in the lake which bumeth 
with fire and brimstone.' O my Sa- 
viour, plant truth in my inward parts, 
and let me always speak in the strict 
integrity of my heart. 

'^ The latter part of this day I spent 
at the house of Mr. S. A. Y., where 
we were favoured with the company 
and conversation of the Rev. Mr. B., 
an old veteran in, the army of our <5om- 
moli Lord. He was converted to God 
when very young, and he irtudied me- 
dicine with the view of entering upon 
the practice. But God had other work 
for him; and he has now been an ac- 
ceptable and successful {N^aoher of 
the gospel for nearly fifl^ years. His 
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Tenerable head is silywed over wiiii 
&6 frosts of nearly eightjr winters; 
but Jesus is still precions to his soul ; 
he loves still to speak of the SaTiour, 
and his conyersation is emrnentlj 
adapted to minister grace to those that 
hear himc He entertained ns with 
several narratives of conversions, to 
which he had been a witness, and 
which weraihe fruit of his ministerial 
labours. During the relation he would 
frequently exclaim, 'Not unto me, 
not unto me, but unto thy name be - 
all the praise, O my God.' He told 
us truly, that he feels all the infirmi- 
ties consequent on age. ' But,' said 
he, ' I feel as strong desires to labour 
for the glory of God and the good of 
souls as I cUd in my youth, and I am 
determined to bear my testimony for 
my Saviour and his truth as long as 
memory and strength shall serve me.' 
Head of Ihe church, continue to fur* 
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nish tiij people witib a successioii of 
8ach competent, resolute, iaiKl untiii&g' 
paatoTsJ 

*^ When I entered tile cbureh this 
inoniiBg I felt somewhat disappomted 
to find the ptdpit occupied by the Rev. 
D. L., for I had not been apprized of 
his engagpement. However, though I 
did not hear &e pnson I expected, 
still I obtaiBed a blessing. Mr. L. 
generally has something to say which 
is interesting to the true believer. His 
sermon in the morning wat; on (^ 
Christian's treasure. In his illustra>- 
^ion ha remarked, ' God is the be^ 
liever's Father; Christ is his in all 
his fulness and relations ; the Holy 
Spirit k his in all his saving influ* 
ence ; the minktry is his, given foa 
his assistance and comfort ; the pro^ 
misra are his in all their variety and 
fulness; trials and sufferings work for 
his present and endless good ; the oi> 
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^HMBCeft tf God's h<yute are hui ; ai^ 
gels are b«8 mJDistering senrants ; and 
he id heir of a kisgdom and a crown 
of life.' Such is the treasure of the 
tame Christian. O Lord, create me 
anew i&ex thy image, and enable me 
io^ walk worthy of this high calling ! 

'^His ser9ion.in the aftemocm was 
on ' the means of promoting a growth 
in holiness.' On this subject he di* 
rected , us to ' a diligent and faithful 
attendance on the means of grace ; a 
methodical and attentive reading of 
the Scriptures ; sincere) earnest, and 
persevering prayer in our closets 
and social iirterviews; watchfulness 
against every temper, &c,, which 
might grieve the Spirit^ and bring 
darkness u^n the mind ; maintenan.ce 
of a realizing sense of the awful con- 
cerns of eternity,, of the sufferings of 
Christ for our sins,,.and of our infinite 
obligations to God ; and, lastly, to be 



ndilch engaged with each o^#r m eoa^ 
versing on ^xperiniental aiid practical 
religion.' These are golden direc- 
tions, which I wish to hide in my 
heart, and to exemplify iji my prac- 
tice. O Thou, from whom all good 
proceedeth, carry on thy good work 
in my soul, till thou hast made me 
fully meet for thy glorious presence 
in heaven! 

" In the evening the preacher took 
for his text, * It is appointed nnto men 
once to' die.' He was not very me- 
thodical in the arrangi^ment of his 
subject ; hut, from the notes which I 
tried to make, I gather the following 
thoughts : * Death, which is the con- 
sequence of sin, is the dissolution of 
the union of the soul and body ; Ae 
separation of these old companions. 
It is the certain lot of ail men; for "it 
is appointed unto ma;n to die." Bjr 
death we are finally separatild from 
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all tbe enjoymetits, possesiiions, and 
delights of this world, as well as from 
all the pains and annojonces of it. It 
separates us from our nearest and 
dearest friends ; it puts an > end to all 
opportunities of knowing God and 
finding his metby ; it puts a peiiod to 
the Christian's opportunities of glori- 
fying God, and of doing good to men ; 
it brings to an eternal close all the 
pains, troubles, temptations, cares, and 
sorrows of the, saints. As death is 
common to men, it /is perhaps nearal; 
hand, and may €om& upon us when 
not expected ! Death will op^n a 
terrible scene to the wicked, but a 
joyous aid de%htful oi^ to the 
'righteous. It fixes the everksting 
destiny of all men !' Ailer caarefuUy 
considering these tkom^USy I can, 
through grltce, say, death is not ' the 
Ifing of toTTOTs* to me ; I^eannot look 
-^^ipon him as my enemy.! I Aaik my 



Lotd the ' «liBgt)f dea&' ig extrMtodr 
Being peranaMied of my interest in 
Christ, af the existence of a work of 
grace in my hearty and of the xiaver-^ 
failing protftotitm of my Father aboya^ 
I look upon death as a me^enger of 
peace, s^at to release me from sim, 
and sixSemg. Glory be to God ! 

*t This day I fell into the companj 
0f a lady who is a profesaed Sodnian ; 
and she talked a gr^t deal on a sub*- 
ject of which shs' appeairdd to me to 
have no olaar conceptions. The sub- 
ject of her GOiiYersatiov was 'the 
person of Ohrkrt ;' and sb^ said, ' He 
is God by office and investiture.' I 
simply oi»erved^ 'Macbm, you appear 
to me to nrnke ti^e blessed Saviour 
inferior to the Fatlwr.' She instantly 
replied, wiili some dqgi^e of warmth, 
* t do so, and I have the Ji^h authq^ 
tity of ths i^oeds of Chr^t for qo 
doisf ; lietay)^, ''My Fatb^> greats 



aftyingff C<moemiigit«o be of littfo 
use to coBtead witit an opponent io 
wariiiy i epntentecl myself with re^ 
marking, *T%at pemo& mutt have 
read Uie Holy Bible to little pimpoM 
i9ho had faded td notice that om 
Lord is ^re sly led " The grmt Goij't 
*' The mighty G^''* aad '' The 9i^ 
wise God:^ ' The proper, eternal, and 
Qnderived Gddhead of Jesus Chnst is 
a doctrine in which I am a firm be-' 
liever! It is a fundamental truth, 
&e knowledge and belief of which » 
esseiltial to Christian salvation^ and 
it is a doctrine which is as elearl^r^ 
and fftlly revealed as any other doo^^ 
trine of divine revelation. Who can- 
read the Bible without seeing thaJ^ 
die names, the attributes, the works,' 
and the woi^p of Deity^, are claimed* 
bjr the Saviour, and ascribed to him 
by the sacred writers? If I* di* 
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not bdieve Jems Christ t# t>e ^aoi^ 
ibm mam, ^nd more than God bj 
office and del^alioiifl should not darip 
to trust my eternal interests in hia 
hands ; for it is written, ' Cursed is 
wmn 4hat truste^h in man, and that 
maketh flesh hisrarm.' 31^^d Jesus, 
I conceive of tfcee as ^ Ged over all, 
blessed for eir«r f funA I Mrprship thee, 
saying, *.My Iliord and my God-' 

" I h^ve Just returned from a pre- 
cious yisit to ftf rs. S. W. This old 
lady is, indeed, ^a mother in Israel.' 
Her acquirements qualify her to give 
insl^ruetion.and connsel, and heir years 
And ei^perience give authority to , all 
she sayB. While young she received 
a superior education, and has been 
improving ^ all hi&r days. Ever 
sin^e the bankruploy of her father 
i^nd husband, onoe opulent mcorqhants, 
threw her upon her own resources, 
9)ie has been cfilled^ to pass through 
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deep waters. She has been a credit- 
able meiQber of the church for forty 
years. Possessing naturally a wedc 
constitution^ and exposed to many 
hardships, she has learned much in 
the school of affliction. She has suf- 
fered much during twelve years from 
chronic rheumatism; but^by thebless-* 
ing of Providence in the use of means, 
she is )iow almpst entirely relieved, 
" The few hours I have spent with 
this precious saint will, I trust, be 
loi^ remeipbered, and duly improved 
by me. The account which she gave 
me^ofher conversion, of her subse- 
quent temptations, trials, and deliver-* 
anees^ and of her present views, feel-, 
ix^s, and purposes, served to confirm 
my faith, and to call forth devout re- 
solutions. Mrs. W. gave me pertinent 
advio^ in reference to my reading, stu- 
dies, apd general conduct, which I 
wish to treasure up in my mind, and 



to reduce to practice. She is, evi- 
dently, a woman deeply versed in the* 
knowledge of hunaan nature, and in 
tfce things which pertain to the king- 
dom of God leaking her for all in 
all I never may 'look upon her like 
again.' Should I be spared to* see 
the years of Mrs. W., I wish I may 
have the happiness to look back on 
the display of as much prudence, 
piety, and piractickl holiness, as has 
been seen in her Well, have I not 
the same Saviour exhibited to my 
fidght, the same throne of grace to 
apply to, and the same all-suflScient 
grace to support abd strengthen me ? 
If I am not wanting to myself, there 
is no reason why I may not be as holy 
and useful as she is. The Kirig^s 
highway of holiness is before me; I 
see it clearly, and, I thank God, I feel 
disposed to walk therein. O Thou, 
who art my strength and salvation, do 
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tbou ' Uphold me by the right hand of 
thy ]%hteousiiasGk' 

'' I feel my mind very sdemnly ^ 
feeted by what I have this day beea 
called to witness. Otir church hat 
heen under the necessity of expelling 
from her communion two members^ 
who have held Sf long and fcreditafale 
standing. When the minister rose to 
read the notice of their expulsion, he 
made a numfber of judicious and feeir 
ing rei^arks, which I hope will be ren*^ 
dered a lasting Messing to me, and to 
all who heard Ihiem. Among other 
thii^ he observed, ' The nature and 
notoriety of the oflienGkce for which the 
two members are expelled reikler thd 
disagreeable task of public notice of 
th^k* expulsion necessary; for they 
that sin before all mast be reproved 
ai^ punished before all, that aJl may 
f^r to sin.' And he expreissed a hope 
'that this public announoiinent ci 
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their expulsion would tend to the 
honour of the Christian cause, and to 
Hxe ultimate benefit of the parties ex- 
cluded.' I think it is an awful thing 
to be expelled from the communion of 
the church ; for when this is done ac- 
cording to the order of Ood, it is rati- 
fied in heaven ; * What ye bind on 
earth/ says our Lord, * shall be bound 
in heaven.' I have been graciously 
preserved firoifi those outward and 
scandalous sins which would expose 
me to the censure of the churfeh ; yet 
I know n^ot but my lukewarmness and 
short-comings -have rendered me as 
deserving of expulsion as some others. 
O my God, have mercy on me, and 
sanctify this exercise of discipline to 
the good of the church, to the offend- 
ersy and to ifie ! 

" I still find that private intercourse 
with God is my chief source of com- 
fort and Mtbility ; I am indeed edified 
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snd cheered in pul^e meatis, and in 
religious conversation with the saints ; 
butmy greatest and mostlasting bless- 
ings are found in m j closet When- 
ever I seclude myself from sensible 
things, meditate on the dpctrinee of 
Christ, and make known my wants to 
God, I ^m.made to forgiet the toils 
and ills of life, and empowered to run 
the path of duty with alacrity and joy. 
In this sei^ret intercourse with Heav^ 
I am sometimes as it were transport- 
ed to thef celestial world. There I 
survey with rapture the munificeut 
pm^isioit, and the glorious Society. 
Imt my seclusion I sit attd feast on an- 
gels' food ; this is the food ^ the world 
knoweth not of * Truly our fellow- 
ship is witKtho Father, and with his 
son Jesus Christ' Bless the Lord, 
O my soul, fo? these foretastes of 
eternal life ; and may lever be ready 



lo testify to idl ti^e sweetness of coox^ 

^' This is tbe dftj tm which the 
chwrcb celebrates the mo8% importaat 
erenk thai evei^ took pkce on this 
earth, viz;> * 1%^ birth ^ the Saviautr*^ 
This . etesjh^ k4eed, O^ht to be rs^ 
Hiei|ibe]iBd and thankfully, acknow** 
legged ererj day ; but as the chuidiK 
has consented to fix onthis day for 
tbie Chf^ttxyets festivnl^ i will unile 
with the . rede0Qied» i^nd TOcoxd my 
gratitude tp Him tvho ^so loted th^ 
world aimt he gave Us only hegotten 
3ony' and wiU say,' ^tha^a^l hMrt^ 
^ Thanks be iloto God fi»r Us unspeak*^ 
abk ffiftJ 
1 '' We bad ja meeting for prayer thin 
morning at &re o'clock. Ji was if eE 
attended; and He who oncaB OMwto b» 
cradled in is mxBgit, came bow to the 
tempte rff ^ireiy hsart My dear &^ 
ther G. was filled to overflowing ; and 
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jril the yray home he caHtimi^d to e2^ 
daim, VGloiy to God in the highest! 
and peiR^ iippn earth !' At, elevea 
o'ck>ok Mr. B. gave us an edifying 
duseonrse on ' This is a faithful say- 
ing, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ J«su9 came into the world 
to saye sinners/ He noticed, firsts 
the paying, ' that Christ Jesus came 
into the tvorldt and that he came ^to 
save sinmre' Secoiodly, he undertook 
to demonsteate the faithfulness, or 
truth of ti^is saying ; and, thirdly, h0 
expatiated <^i the apostle's inference, 
'jU is wartl^iy of aQ acceptation.' ThiS| 
fox a young man, was a well-timed, 
and an excellent sermon. 

'^ While hundreds around me spent 
the afternoon and evening of this day 
in a way th|it,4&secmtes the Christian 
festival, I ;rpt^d to my room, and 
held feUowshtp with Ood. O, could 
I p^xsuajde U^ gid4y tribes of n^ to. 
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forego their pleasures, and jcrin me in 
my pursuits, how gr^at for the better 
would be the change m their lives and 
feelings! If the sons of unbeliel 
could conceive one half what I feel 
aiid enjoy, it appears to me that they 
would give no sleep to their eyeSjfior 
slumber to their eyelids, until they were 
partakers of a bliss so great ! Human 
language is too poor to convey a just 
view of my enjoyment, or I would at- 
tempt the deiicription. It is a height 
I cannot reach, a depth I cannot fa- 
thom, and a breadth I cannot com- 
pass ! I must content myself with 
saying, it is a ' peace which passeth 
understanding,* and a^joy whicK is 
unspeakable!' But I would say to 
all, * O taste and see that the Lord is 
good, for his mercy endureth for ever !' 
" Lo, I ani spared to begin a new 
year. Last evening I felt my heart 
deeply engaged with God. I took a 
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survey of his merey and grace mani- 
fested through the last year. I thought 
on my coldness, failings, and sms, and 
I promised to do better if my heaven* 
ly father would give me grace, and 
spare me to enter on another year. I 
wish novr to covenant anew with the 
Lord. O my God, Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, one God, I give myself, 
my soul and body, my time and ta- 
lents, all to thee. Be pleased to ac- 
cept the offering, and 

* Seal me, thine abode, 
ThB temple ai indwelling Grod.' 

I will try to' do better ; I will pray 
more, be more watchful, be more faith- 
ful in reproving sin, in instructing the 
ignorant, and in serving the Lord. 
Lord help me, or I shaH break my 
vows, for I am perfect weakness. Sa- 
viour, be' thou my strength. 

"Thisday^s experience has served 
to convince me that there are still 
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withih Me die remains of the €amal 
vdnd^ and that the graeeis of the Spi* 
rit have QOt yet attained a^iaturity. I 
felt this day the risings.of pride aiid 
impatieBoe, which I -believe axe not 
fielt by the ^ g^irite of just men made 
perfect' in heavem. If these tempers 
have ao place in the glorified, then 
they must be rooted up, and cast out 
of my heart, before I c4n jean the so- 
ciety above. Have I not reason to 
look and seek for the perfecting oi 
the work of holiness which I know 
my heavenly Father has begun in 
me? I have; for the apostle |»llir 
me, *This is the will of God, even 
your sanctifioatipn ;' and he adds, 
'Faithful is he who hath promised, 
wiu) also wiU do it' Thi?, surely; is 
reason sufficient to justify me in iseek- 
ing to be * cleansed from all unright- 
eousness.' He hath promised ! Yes, 
blessed be his name, he hath pro- 
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ft^ed, 'f will sprinkle clean water 
upon you, and ye shall be clean ; 
from all your filthiness and fVom all 
your idols will I cleaniie you ; I will 
take away the heart of stone, and give' 
you a heart of flesh/ Having this, 
and many similar promises, I will 
pray that I may have all the mind 
which was in Christ. If I were more 
holy, niore like my divine Saviour, I 
should be more happy and more use- 
ful ; for holiness and usefulness are 
inseparably connected. I thank thee, 

Lord, f6r what thou htist done, and 

1 trust in th6e for the perfecting of 
the work. , > 

"The Rev. J. B. preached this 
afternoon, and his sermon served 
greatly to extend my views of the 
divine character, and to give me a 
dearer knowledge of the Christian life. 
. The text maybe found 1 Peter v, 10: 
' The God of all grace who hath 
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called us. unto his eternal gloiy, by 
Christ. Jesus, after that ye hs^ve 
suffered,' &c. * The God of all graCie/ 
In speaking of the character of God, 
he pointed to the grace displayed in 
the magnificence, the beauty, and the 
order of the universe, in the nume? 
rous benevolent institutions esta- 
bUsh^d in Christian nations and (com- 
munities, and in the rectitude, the 
happiness, and the stability of the 
heavenly hosts ; anid then . observed, 
'All this grace proceeds froin Him 
who is " the God of all grace." ' JHe 
then referred to the goodness mani- 
fested in the stupendous works of 
creation, providence, and redemption, 
and remarked, ' These are the works 
of Him who is " the God of all grace." ' 
In fipeaking of the end of the Chris- 
tian's call, or journey, viz., ' God's 
eternal ghry^^ he appeared to me like 
one who had accompanied St. Paul 
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to the tUrd heavens^ and had ob^ned 
permission and ability to describe 
what the holy apostle thought it not 
lawful to utter ! His conceptions were 
lofly^ his language figurative, and his 
manner highly animated. I cannot 
put such descriptions on paper. He 
now proceeded to speak of the Chris- 
tian's call or journey to the eternal 
glory as a way of holiness and iieedful 
suffering; and he showed how suflfer* 
ings, if borne with a proper spirit, and 
improved with Chnstian prudence, 
tend to the perfection, confirmation, 
and establishment of Christian cha- 
racter. This idea he illustrated by 
reference to the case of David, who 
says, ' It was good for me to be af- 
flicted; for before I was afflicted I 
went astray,' &c. ; and by that of Job, 
who says, * When he hath tried me, 
I shall come, forth as gold seven 
times purified.' Finally, in noticiijg 



the mediwmof the Christian'is call tor 
God'b eternal glory, the preacher re^ 
marked, that ' though the atonement 
of Christ is the proouring cause of 
the redemption and salvation of all 
who finally attain heaven, yet the 
pious heathen may be said to be called 
to God's eternal glory by the law of 
nature ; and fh^ piouS Jew, by the ob- 
servance of the ceremonial law of 
Moses.' He then contrasted the seve- 
ral dispensations of religious light, in 
order to excite us to gratitude Ibr the 
high privilege of being called to God*s 
eternal glory * by Chriist Jesus.* This; 
indeed, is but a poor atte'nipt to xie- 
scribe a sermon which inspired me 
with feelings and sentiments which 
I have not power to express. O my 
heavenly Father, thy love aAH grace 
infinitely surpass all human concep- 
tion ; all that we can say of thee is, 
' Hiou art the God of all grace' 
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« O tka» A« woiU iM|)it tute anS SM 
The riches of thy gracel 
The anns of love tjbat cos^pMS me 
Would all aiaiJdnd embrace !' 

 

'^ Our minister met the members of 
ihe church this afternoon, and gave 
an wdhlress which I hope will not soon 
be forgotten. He began bj stating, 
that the maintenance of a strictly 
Christian deportment by the members 
of th^ church is essentially necessary 
to the prosperity of Ihe cause of God. 
'Ye are the salt of the earth/ and 
* Ye are the light of the world/ are 
Scripture^ declarations, which prove 
this proposition. He then remarked 
that Christians ought to be circum- 
spect in what some may deem little 
things, as well as in such as are great; 
folr, ^He that despiseth little things 
shall fall by little and little.' Besides, 
irregularities in little things are mark* 

Ir^hj the world, and are made to reflect 



discpedil on bath our pevsenft and oar 
religion. Thus we see how, by little 
things, ^e may * hinder th^ gosipel of 
Christ/ He proceeded to notice, as 
MQpng wh^t 8(Hne« ^all little things — 
' Liightness, or I^Tity in, mannera and 
^^^^^; i»p4ei»»B u^erdi^^p: 
pdntmsi^, mtd ^^^ contradiction of 
iuiQ^jFi; evil speaking, or telling 
thills t^ the 4isaiiyaiitiige ^ aba^ent 
peitons ; waqt of ^omptness and Me-i 
litj m disohwgiipg debts and fojifillin^ 
^Q^tn^tU } indulging in luxurious liv- 
iog; extravagfiUQe in furniture and- 
di;e$s ; m^l uncourtiQous treatment of 
pujr, brethren and: fellow fioien/ He^ 
enlargjsd mo9i\ fi^elingly oo, each of 
these piuiJiQulsHrif." 

The foUpw^ is an extract froi& 
a letter which Gmce addressed, about 
this period. of h^r life, to a young fe* 
ma}0 fnismif wjbpi it appeanb w^P. me^ 
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(lilating^ a visit which Grace did naf 
approve. As it famishes strong evi- 
dence of her benevolent heart, and of 

w 

her deep solicitnde for the safety and 
welfere of hex friend ; and, above all, 
as it may be read with profit by my 
yetrtMul readers, I shall ofi^ no apo^ 
logy for giving it here. 

My Dbar Sister,— As you have 
determined to leave the circle of your 
friends for a time, and accompany 
I^ss L. to B-*^ ^ permit me to fur- 
nish you with some evidence o£ my 
love and of my concern for your wel- 
fare, by giving a few words of ad- 
vice. In the first places be resolved 
to fi^nd some time every morning, 
noon^ and. night, in secret intercourse 
with God. Retire from the family 
where' you may be into some secret 
place, and there read ybur Bible, me- 
ditate on the things of God, and pray 
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fervently to * Him who seeth iii se- 
cret ;' Matt vi, 6. This will keep you 
serious, and strengthen you against 
temptation in company. Spend as 
much of ydur time as possible with 
your religious friends ; their conver- 
sation will tend to your edification, 
and will help to keep alive your reli- 
gious impressions. ^ He that walketh 
with wise men shall be wise ; but a 
companion of fools shall be destroyed.' 
You will find the conversation of the 
thoughtless to empoverish your soul 
and depress your spirits. Embrace 
every opportunity of attending on the 
means of grace, such as the preaching 
of the word, meetings for prayer, fel- 
lowship meetings, the Lord's supper, 
&c. Remember the way of duty is the 
only way of safety. And go to all 
the means with humble prajer, and 
in full expectation of finding a bless- 
ing ; for it will be done to you accord-'* 
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ing to your faith. Labour at all times 
against a spirit of levity and trifling 
conversation; these, if indulged, wiU 
pierce your soul as a dagger, as they 
have too often done mine. In order 
to avoid levity, remember the profes- 
sion which you make ; and, above 
all, recollect, * Thou God ^eest me !' 
live in the spirit of watchfulness 
and prayer ! 

" Again, every evening when you 
retire to rest, enter into a strict and 
impartial examination of yourself. 
Ask yourself the following, or similar 
questions : Did I feel the presence 
of God when I left my bed this morn- 
ing? Did I then give him sincere 
and heartfelt thanks for his kind and 
j^serving care ? And did I pray fer- 
vently that he would be with me, pro- 
tect me, and keep me from sin through 
tiie day? Have I duly improved 
every opportunity which this day has 
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Itfforded for privaAe prayer, readuig 
the Scripturets, meditation, religious 
conversation^ and attendin^r the public 
means of grace? Have I indulg-ed 
9.ny thoughts, spoken any words, or 
done any deeds this day which are 
contrary to the spirit and tetter of 
God's law ? Have I been in any com- 
pany that has not been profitable? 
Have I done all I could for the hcmoiH 
and prosperity of my Redeemer's 
cause? Do I now love God above 
aU things ? Are my desires fc^ reli* 
gious enjoyment growing stronger ? 
Am I hungering and thirsting a£ber 
righteousness ? Urge these, or simi- 
lar questions, coolly and seriously 
upon your own heart every night, be- 
fore you dare to close your eyes m 
sleep. 

'^ You isee that this is, in substance, 
the same counsel which I have often 
0r^n before : you know it all. But, 




ly delar B., I Miftfttton it lio^ Ho ftflr 
]p yotir |mre mind, by way of re- 
embratice/ iThk^ you kiDOMir, is die- 
d by the pure 1dv« of a Ainoere 
fend. O, I *w48li to receive you 
back aiHet your irisit att aiuch devoted 
to liie service of God m ykm ii&k ara 
You say you love tne ; I believe ik 
Then let Me ehfare^ yoniv wheu you 
tiatk 0a your dear Gface, jdst to read 
lliid Ifttle^l^ilrtte ovMr bfu^ as an evt- 
di^aee of yd^ love. - Fuewell ; let xA 
ttieet every day at ^tiie tiucefte of 
gti^ until #e sea ^acU o&er agaiiL 
'^ Yours, aSeettonately^ 

" Okacv King.* 

*'In order to fencoiil^ge my*elf to 
continue the race on which I hkre en- 
tered^ I €im1 it necestoty to cast my 
^jra. frequently to the glorious reward 
promised to those who endure to the 
end. This, I believe, wad the practice 
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of Moset; forit is said of faim, 'He 
liad respect to the leeompense of re* 
ward.' I often think of the time whea 
I shall have a palm of victoiy put 
into my hand^ and ^ crown of glory 
placed upon my head ; when I shall 
be admitted to the society of aur 
gels, and &e spirits of just men made 
perfect; when I shall be put into pos* 
session of the incorruptible inherit- 
ance, and when I tshall be engaged in 
singing the new immortal song, in the 
inunediate ]»resence of my Saviour 
and my God. How cheering, how 
animatiag the thought ! 

* Thiice blessed bliss ; inspiring hope ; 
It lift« my fainting spirits up : 
It brings to life the dead !' 

If I hold fast the profession of my 
faith without wavering, I shall sooa 
realize, in actual enjoyment, what I 
now see by faith ; for 
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*To patittat faith the priz^it sura; 
And all that to the end endure 
The cross* shall wear the crown.' 

But whsA am I» or how shall I endure 
to the end ? I am perfect weakness ; 
of myself I can do nothing ; I can en* 
dure nothing. , O, Messed Saviour^ 
be thou my strength and my deli- 
verer ! . 

** It is a thought which often cheers 
my mind, that as a believer I have a 
right, a graeious right, to ^ plead and 
look for the fulfilment of the divine 
promises; for ' they are all yea and 
amen to them that are in Christ Je- 
sus.' These pronmes, St Petersays, 
^ ^ great md precious.' They are 
so indeed m their origin, nature, me* 
dium, condition, and efficacy. The 
promiselt of man often originate in a 
pipmciple of selfishness, or fear, or 
sense of justice ; but the promises of 
Ghxl originate wholly in his meroy 
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- Cbirt, manifwted by oonring boMfly 
|> the throne of grace. A« to the 
Icacy of these promiaeB, they are 
J-powerfal to dispel our feare, to sup- 
Jwrt us under affictions, bereave- 
ments, and temptations, to strengthen 
«w faith, to inspire our hearts witn 
Joy. to elevate onr hopes, and to pu- 
ttfvonr hearts. With what tr«th and 
propriety then did the apostle can 
item 'great and precious F.^™*^- 
For the above remarks I ammdebted 
to notes of a profitable sermon to 
which I listened on the mornmg ot 
last sabbath. O may I ^^T^^ 
still eloser acquaintance with the pw- 
oious book which is the repository rf 
the promises ; and in every time _of 
need may I have power to plead for 
ftieixfalfilment! And O, my God m- 
spire my poor heart ^ith «e»J^«^ 
on^e and gratitude to thyself as the 
divine ^«thor of the promises I 
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and lore ; ^buey m<^ pii^&misss afpnce! 
The medium throtrgfa "which these 
promises are made and fulfilled to the 
children of God is not player, ot 
moral worth, but &e merits of the 
blessed Jesus. * The preoious blood 
of Christ' is the gratid meritxirkms and 
proouring cause of the prcwiis^. As 
to the nature of the promises, the j im* 
part light. to the %itoxant, Mfe to the 
dead, AtiBogth to the weak^ paidon to 
the guilty, liberty to the captire, sano- 
tification to the unholy, Comfort to tiiie 
wretched, and eternal life to die beUr 
deserving. There is no want we £bs1^ 
no G^cumstances.in which we can be 
placed, no duty to which we 4re called^ 
but there is a promise susfcdd to owe 
ease. The candUimiyOn the perform^ 
ance of which the fulfilment of tin 
promises is suspended, is tiot the sa« 
chfice of power, of wealth, or of 
fiiflnds, but faiA m the Lord Jesus 
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Christ, mBiiife«ted by coming boldly 
to the throne of gracei. As to ttie 
efficacy of these promises, they are 
all-powerful to dispel out fears, to siip- 
port us under affictions, bereave- 
ments, and temptations, to strengthen 
our faith, to inspire our hearts with 
joy, to elevate our hopes, and to pu* 
rify our hearts. With what trtrth and 
propriety then did the apostle call 
them 'great and precious promises!' 
For the above remarks I amindebted 
to notes of a profitable sermon to 
which I -listened on the morning of 
last sabbath. O may I cultivate a 
still closer acquaintance with the pre- 
cious book which is the repository of 
the promises; and in every time of 
need may I have power to plead for 
their fulfilment! And O, my God, in* 
spire my poor heart veith sentiments 
of love and gratitude to thyself as tbe 
divine Author ci tiie promises I ^ 
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About this time Graee noticed 
marks of penitency in a young friend 
of her acquaintance, to whom she ad- 
dressed the following sensible and 
Scriptural lines : — 

" My Dear Friend, — ^I have long 
felt deeply for the interests of your 
soul, and have remembered you con- 
stantly at the throne of grace ; hence 
you will believe me when I say that 
it gives me great joy to learn that you 
have become serious, and, as I trust, 
truly penitent. You are now in the 
way of salvation ; and tasting the 
* wormwood and the gall.' Be not dis- 
couraged ; the blessed Saviour always 
wounds before he heals, and he always 
wounds in order to heal. If ycm be 
willing to forsake all sin, to give up 
the world and its fashionable amuse^ 
ments, to unite yourself with the peo- 
ple of God, and to serve God with all 



GRACE KINO. 831 

your heart, then be assured the bless* 
ed Saviour is ready to receive you. 
He stands in all his grace, and with 
all his salvation before you, and says 
to you, Come unto me, thou that art 
mreary of sin, and burdened with guilt, 
and I will give thee rest^ and will in 
nowise cast thee out. 

'' Suffer me, my dear friend, to ask 
you a few questions. Do you desire 
salvation more than you desire any 
other thing ? Are you willing to give 
up every practice, pleasure, and 
amusement, which you know to be 
sinful? Are you willing to endure 
reproach from the wicked for right- 
eousness' sake ? Are you nofv will- 
ing to deny yourself, take up your 
cross, and follow Jesus to the end of 
life ? Do you pray much to Him who 
seeth in secret, and confess your 
sins to him ? And are you conscious 
that you eannot make satisfaction 
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to G^ Hot your past Bins, or da^a 
yourself t 

" If you catt irineerdy answer y«y, 
then I advise you to continue to aeek^ 
trusting only in the blood and. merits 
of Jesus. You are. not.far from, the 
kingdom of God ; your day of salva- 
tion draws near. O, my dear frieiid^ 
expect it erery moment ! Do not rest 
satisfied with any thing short of a full 
and sensible deliverance ; a. liberty 
which you cvafed^ and in which yoiit 
caa: rejoke! Many sincere seekerch 
of salvation rest satisfied without this^. 
and this is^ the reason why they nevejc. 
get it . ' Ask, and you shall receive ^ 
seek, and you shall find ; Ibr ev^ary 
one that seeketh findcth, and tp every 
Cme that kno<^eth it shall be opened.' J 
"Yours, respectfully, 

" Grace Kino.** 

" This, day a book fell in my way, 
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in whK^ the autl^or laboiCB to show 
that the doctrine of an over*>ruling 
pmvidence is not trae. Hea&^tsto 
believe Hhat the cosre of the vm^ 
terse, and the-creatoies that people 
% is. an empiojinent too mean for the 
infinite Jsehoyah/ Though I am not 
familiar with the afgnments which 
may be drawn from reason^ history^ 
and. philosophy, in defence of the 
Christiap belief in a providenoe, yet I 
find myself amply sne^taibed in this 
belief by the language of Scripture* 
Here I leam, th^t He who made the 
uniiirerse deigns still to interest him* 
sell in its govemment ; and that man 
receives neither good nor evil of a 
natural kind, but by either hisappqint- 
ment or permission. I cannot see how 
it can be considered beneath the dig'* 
nity of God to care for men and ani- 
qaals, seeing he did not consider it 
beneath his dignity to make them. 
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Many of God's providences are oob^ 
fessedly dark to us ; but the great dajr 
of jadgmeat and recompense will 
make every thing clear. The writer 
of this book admits that the Maker of 
all things has given to th^n certain 
and fixed laws, by which order, and 
the succession of seasons and days 
are brought about. Now this is what 
I call providence. Yes, I rejoice td 
know that ' the Lord reigneth ; and I 
would, with the Psalmist, bid *the 
earth rejoice' on that account. I am 
taught to believe that the providence 
of God is so particular, that the very 
hairs of my head are numbered, and 
that a sparrow cannot fall to the 
ground withotit my heavenly Father^s 
notice. Blessed Lord, thine 'eyes are 
over the righteous, and thine ears 
open to their prayers !' 

" A few more weeks will complete 
my fourteenth year; and of thosie 
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years nearly eight bave been spent in 
attempting to love and serve the Lord. 
During these years I have often been 
troubled with coldness and want of 
spiritual life. But, I thank my Grod, 
I have never intentionally and vdck- 
edly departed from him ; and I have 
always possessed confidence in him 
as my Father and my God ! I know 
that my improvement in knowledge 
and holiness has not been equal to 
my privileges. My God , I feel ashamed 
and humbled before thee. O, if spared 
any longer, may the time past suffice 

bear some due proportion to my ad*- 
vantages ! Stand by me, O my Re- 
deemer, and preserve me from the 
hands of my enemies; support me 
under all afflictions, and strengthen 
me for all thy will !" 

This is the last entry in the diary 
of Grace King ; for the clesing scenes 

15 



of hK h£» we refer to the finrt part^f 
t&ewark. Now, my jou&liil readers, 
I take my leave of yon, praying tiiat 
you may be like Grace Kine^, both in 
her life and death. Amen; 

We wiU conclude our brief history 
of Grace King by giving an extract 
from the copy of a letter which she 
addressed to a relative of Mr. G.'a 
family, who, though he had been re^ 
ligiously educated, still continued to 
naglact the one thing needfal. This 
letter was written on the day Grace 
was taken sick, and, probably, is the 
last article which she indited. It was 
greatly blessed to the young gentle- 
nwn, and was made the means of 
awakening his mind. 

*^ Why do you put off your repent- 
ance, and defer attention to the inte- 
rests of your soul until a future time ? 
Are yeu looking for a future day that 
diaU fiimish greater facilities for ob- 
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taaniag salr^tion, or that shall be heset 
with fewer hinderstnces to your return 
to God ? Is it reasonable for you to 
expect the coming of such a day ? Is 
it at all probable that you will live to 
see such a day ? Are the obstacles uow 
in your way really insmmaimtable ? 
Jkxe your present means and helps 
really so imffident that you cannot be 
saved by their instrumentality? Is 
not God as gracious now as he will 
be at a future day ? Is not the Lord 
Jesus as able and wiQiog to save noim 
as he will be in future T Is not ^ the 
precious blood of Christ' as effica- 
cious now as it ever will be ? 

* If rel^on will ever be a blessing 
to you, will it not be a blessing to 
you now ? If conversion will be ne- 
cessary to your safety at some future 
time, is it not a matter of safety to 
you now? If it will ever be your duty 
to be religious, is it not your duty now? 
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And if it wfll ever be for your interest 
to be religions, is it not your interest 
to be religious now? 

" I think I hear you answer, Yes ! 
And can you, after such an answer, 
defer for another hour attending to 
your duty, and the pursuit of your 
highest interest ? O, I beseech you, 
by the worth of your soul, by the 
joys of heaven, by the miseries of 
hell, by the mercy of God, by the 
cross of Christ, and by the danger of 
delay, that you trifle no longer ! Noiv, 
yes, now give your heart to God !** 



THS BUD. 
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